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PETHITON to His Majeſty. 
Addreſs to the Court of Direfors of the Eaft India Chika 


Sect. I. Petition to His Majeſty, and Addreſs to the Honourable the. 
| Court of Directors. > 8; | - 


Sect. IT. Of Cavalry. 

| Sect. III. Of Artillery. 

Sect. IV. European Infantry. 
Sect. V. Native Infantry. | 
Sect. VI. Rank of Officers. 
Sec. VII. Succeſſion of Officers. 


_ Sect. VIII. Of the Transfer of the Eaf India onen s army to His ; 
Majeſty's Service. | 


Seck. IX. Of Furlough. 
Sect. Xx. Of Double Batta. | 
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5 We your Wie 8 8 dutiful 1 fabjeds, 5 Field Officers, Caps, 85 
tains, and Subalterns, ſerving under the Preſidency, of Fort. William, . 


88 and bearing Commiſſions in your Majeſty” s Army in India, animated 


With the warmeſt ſentiments of affection and loyalty to your Majeſty's s 
perſon and government, and with ſincere attachment to our native. 
Country, beg leave to TPO Your Royal Preſence by this our. bum- 5 


£1 


ble Fetition. FL | 5 C 


1 E "IF : $: & ths : "+ 
% #4 — N — „ 
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| We received with the molt tively CRT IM As an Lance oo your . 
Majeſty's Royal favour. and conſideration, the arrangement made by 
: your Majeſty's command in the year 1788, for the adj uſtment of Rank 
between your Majeſty's and the Eaſt India Company s Officers. Our 
confidence in your Majeſty? 8 wiſdom and equity aſſures us, that this 
mark of your Majeſty's attention to the juſt and dutiful repreſentations 
of your faithful ſubjects in India, was intended to be adequate to the 
„„ —,, 


97 


| very effential purpoſes. for which it was granted, but finitely for 


EG the organization of this Army renders "uw Te” 8 intention in- 
. | | 


3 us with the utmoſt deference to repreſent, that the Com- 

manding Officer of a Battalion in this ſervice, holds a Rank equal only 
to that which is held by the Officer inveſted with the command of a 
Company in your Majeſty's Army. Thus the ſuperior authority 
may be exerciſed by him whoſe command is inferior. A conſequence: 
© contradictory to the end for which Rank is conferred, and ſubordination 
required, 


The Rank of our ſuperior Officers is equally inadequate to the im- 
portance of the Stations they fill, and to their length of ſervice. In 
every other army in the world, the ranks of General Officer and, Co- 
lonel are annexed to the Commands, which, in this, are held by Field 
Officers and Captains. If ſuch rank be deemed expedient to render 
efficient in their ſtations thoſe who have the happineſs of ſerving; their 

country in ſituations: leſs remote from your Royal Perſon, and ſup- 
ported by the whole weight and authority of your ( Crown and Govern- 

ment, it would not become us to attempt, by any arguments, to prove 
to your Majeſty's wiſdom and diſcernment, that equal Rank is neceſ- 
ſary, in a diſtant part of your dominions, ſeparated from the Mother 
Country amidſt nations, ſtrangers to our language, habits, and reli- 
gion, and ſo far out- numbering us, that the Empire, which the Seal, 
ſpirit, and activity of your ſubjects have annexed to your Crown, * | 

been duty ſaid to be upheld by opinion alone. 


* * - K 
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Allow us moſt reſpectfully to ſubmit to your Majeſty Ds following 
ſtatement, which, we truſt, will evince how; deeply the Intereſts of our 
Native Country are involved in the prayer of our preſent Petitien. 
The Colonels in the Eaſt India Company's Army have ſerved, on an 
average, from thirty to thirty-three years; their Lieutenant Colonels 
from twenty-ſeven to thirty years; their Majors from twenty-five t 
_ twenty-ſeven years; their Captains from twenty-one. to. twenty-five 
| years ; and their Subalterns from ten to twenty-one years. | 


If the preſent Eſtabliſhment continues, all attachment, zeal, and 
ardour muſt give way to hopeleſs deſpondency. Our Officers, of 
every rank, muſt be debarred the exerciſe of their experience and of | 
their local knowledge, by the inferiority of their ſituations in the line. 
Ibis evil, inherent in our ſyſtem, muſt neceſlarily increaſe until our 

Eſtabliſhment ſhall be new-modelled ; nor is the grievance. confined: 
merely to the conſideration of being denied a Rank which is deemed: 
adequate to correſponding ſtations in your Majeſty's ſervice. It carries 
with it a tacit Impeachment of the talents and fidelity of thoſe, When. 

their lot has placed originally in the Eaſt India Company's Service, 
inſtead of your Majeſty's. To obtrude our merits or our ſervices on 
your Majeſty's notice would not be becoming, and, we truſt, is not 
neceflary. We appeal to the hiſtories of the two laſt wars, to the teſti- 
monies of your Majeſty's Officers with whom we have ſerved, and to 
none with more pride and confidence than thoſe which have been Dy f 
by the Ades Character at preſent in command of this 1 85 


The total want of General Officers, and the e . 
of Field Officers and Captains, throughout all our Eſtabliſnments, 


compared with the numbers of ſimilar Ranks in your Majeſty? s Army, 
3 | : ROT ' 


ES 1 
ſubjects us to ſuperſeſtions, while ſerving with chem, which are de- 


grading to our Character, whether as Military Men, or as Britiſh Sub- 


Jets, We have, therefore, addreſſed the Court of Directors, ſolicit- 
ing their conſideration of theſe circumſtances, and of the peculiar 
hardſhips reſulting from them; and we humbly intreat that your Ma- 
jeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow upon us Commiſſions in your 
Army correſponding with ſuch Rank, as may be conferred on us by 

the Company, conformably to the arrangement made in the year 1788, 
for adjuſting the claims for Rank between your Majeſty” s and the 


e 8 Officers. 


That your Majeſty may long and happily reign in the hearts of an 
undivided people, and that the extenſive and invaluable poſſeflions, 


which, under the auſpices of your Majeſty and your Illuſtrious Prede- 
_ ceffors, have been acquired by the bravery, and maintained by the 
ſteady attachment of your ſubjects, ſerving in the Eaſt Indies, may 
for ever remain to your Majeſty and your Royal deſcendents, the ſup- 
Pen and ornament of the Britiſh Crown, is the ardent ka of, 


ett Bs | Vour MAJESTYs 
5 | 8 Moſt dutiful, 
1 and devoted Subjects, 


H. Briſco, Colonel | ]. Kearnan, Captain 
Alexander Hardy, Lieut. Colonel | Herbert Pyefinch, Lieut. EY 
John M*Gowan, Lieut. Colonel J. Hickland, Lieut. 


J. Macdonald, Major | Samuel Sears, Lieut. Colonel 
T. Bolton, Major | \ || Robert Murray, Lieut. 


Robert Dawes, Major M. Duncan, Lieut. 
| Ex | W. Howard, 


„ Þ 


W. Howard, Lieut. 
James Nath. Rind, Lieut. 
C. Smyth, Lieut. 
Andrew Cumings, Lieut. 
Richard Willoughby, Lieut. 
Andrew Doull, Lieut. 

S. Kelly, Lieut. 

John Munro, Lieut. 
Thomas Geo. Williamſon, Lieut. 
Frederick Trench, Lieut. 
Edward Alliſon, Lieut. _ 
George 8. Browne, Lieut. 

2 \William Raban, Lieut. 

| Charles Chriſtie, Lieut. 
Malcolm M<*<Leod, Lieut. 
Andrew Young, Lieut. 
James Atkinſon, Lieut. 
John Gordon, Lieut. 
John Harris, Lieut. 

W. Hemmings, Lieut. 

T. Leigh, Lieut. 
Benjamin Cuthbert, Lieut. 
T. Long, Lieut. 

FT. S. Bateman, Lieut. 

A. Orme, Lieut. 

James Pennington, Lieut. 
Robert Wilſon, Aſſiſt. Surgeon: 
John Aſhworth, Lieut. 

J. Ranken, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 


| 


Thomas Salkield, Lieut. 
William Rennie, Lieut. 
W. M. Baker, Lieut. 
A. Watkins, Lieut. 
N. Saumarez; Lieut. 


William Dick, Lieut. 


J. W. Adams, Lieut. 

John Jollie, Lieut. 

James Hunter, Lieut. 

James Pringle; Major 
Robert Blair, Captain 

Robert Carruthers, Enſign 


| Lawrence Raw ſtorne, Lieut. 


W. Dunn, Lieut. 
Robert Turton, Lieut. 


D. Spencer Freeman, Aſſiſt. Surg. 


Robert Lowe, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
John Law, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 


James Powell, Lieut. 


M. M*Gregor, Lieut. 
Gilbert Macleod, Aſſiſtant Surg. 


| George Foulis, Lieut. 


Henry Cheape, Lieut. 
Thomas Martin, Lieut. 

J. A. Gore, Enſign 
Alexander Robertſon, Lieut. - 
J. Salmond, Lieut. IF 
Richard Henry, Lieut. 


William Mackintoſh, Captain : 


B John 


John Eade, Lieut. 
Thomas Macfie, Lieut. 
George Hutchinſon, Lieut. 
Roderick Fraſer, Licut. 

W. M. Birch, Lieut. 

D. Marſhall, Captain 

L. Grant, Captain 

William Anderſon, Aſſiſt. Surg. 
John Mawbey, Captain 
Richard Forbes, Lieut. 
Edward Hall, Lieut. 

N. Stewart, Captain 
8. Knowles, Captain 
James Denny, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 
Robert Francis, Lieut. - 
Charles Scott, Captain 
J. P. Keble, Enſign 


Edward Inglis, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 


W. Adams, Lieut. 


. A l 
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Robert Hetzler, Lieut, - 


Richard Adams, Lieut. 
H. Hyndman, Captain 


William Palmer, Major 


W. G. Palmer, Lieut. 


William Campbell, Enſign 
J. H. Bellaſſis, Enſign 


W. Hunter, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
R. Ramſay, Captain 
John Wallace, Lieut. 


James M*Dougall, Aſſiſt. Surg. 
David Robertſon, Enſign 
. Wo Clayton, Captain 


W. Geo. Maxwell, Lieut. 


Richard Ralph, Lieut. 
John Ralph, Lieut. 


J. Powell, Capt. 


G. Raban, Lieut. 


TO THE 


HONOURABLE run COURT or DIRECTORS 
os THE 


Eaſt India Company. 


HONOURABLE eins, 


Tur Field Officers, Captains, and Sehen, of a principal D Divi- 

ſion of your Forces ſolicit your favourable attention, while they addreſs 7 
you on a ſubject, not leſs connected with the honour and intereſts of 
their Country, and of that reſpectable body to whoſe immediate ſervice 
they are devoted, than it is eſſential to the well-being and OE of _ 
your Military amn, in India. | 


The inadequate Rank held by the Officers of this * when com- 
pared with the reſponſibility and extent of their Commands, has been 
long felt, and long ſubmitted to without complaint; in the hope that their 


ſituation would at length attract marks of regard, proportionate to the 
* zeal 


3 
xeal and attachment they have ſhewn to your Service, to the 'Teſtimo- 
' nials which every ſacceſſive Commander has given of their profeſſional 


merits, and to the ſolid advantages accruing from their exertions to 
their country, and to the Eaſt India Company. 


The military profeſſion has, in all ages, and among all nations, been 
conſidered the road to honourable diſtinction. The revenues of no 
ſtate haye been ſufficient to admit of its beſtowing adequate pecuniary 
compenſation on thoſe, who. had ſacrificed the invaluable ſeaſon of. 
youth tb the toils and hardſhips of the field, and. devoted to their 
Country's glory and ſafety, the time employed by others in the acquiſi- 
tion of a proviſion to ſupport a decent dignity in the wane of life. 
Honours, therefore, and diſtinctions have always been the effectual 
ſubſtitute ; the unbought defence of nations. 


In the Infancy of. your Aſiatic eſtabliſhments, the Rank of Field 
Officer was attained in a ſhorter courſe of Service than is now endured 
in acquiring that of a Licutenant. In proportion to the Augmentation 
of our numbers, has our progreſſion through the different gradations of 
Rank been retarded, till at length the probability of promotion is Pro- 
tracted RR the e duration of life. 


While your territorial 1 were anal this Army was neceſ- 
ſarily conſtituted on a reduced ſcale, nor was it of conſequence by what 
appellation the Officer was diſtinguiſhed, while a command was an- 
nexed to his Rank, adequate to his ſervices, and while he was not 

ſubject, as he now is, to a ſuperſeſſion founded neither upon length 
of ſervice nor ſuperiority of talents. This neceſſity no longer exiſts, 
and the inexpediency has been proved in numerous inſtances during the 


two 


5 19 1 


two laſt wars. Your Battalions, headed by Subalterns of twerity: years 
ſanding, have been expoſed, by acting in concert with his Majeſty's 
troops, to the inexperience of a youth accidentally dropped into the 
command of a Platoon or Company, by the _ of the Rr 
the courſe of general duty. 


One gracias h W already borne teſtimony to our deſerts, 
| by opening the Path to equality with His. own: Officers; but the con- 
ſtitution of the Company's Army renders this equality illufive. : The 
Commanding Officer of a Company in his Majeſty's holds equal Rank 
with the Commanding Officer of a Battalion. in the Company's ſervice, 
and conſequently may controul him. nxt od 7 


Rank is given as the concomitant of reſponſibility, - to render the 
perſon in truſt ſecure in his ſituation, and efficient in his command. 
In our: ſervice; commands. of importance are rendered nugatory; and 
the ſuperior rank of an inferior agent ſubjects us to en and 
the chance of failure, n a ee pit, can ill brook.. 


- Raualhy A i is. ths rank yy our 1 Officers to the'ſ im- 
portance of the ſtations they hold, and to their length of ſervice. In 
every other Army on earth, the rank of General Officer and Colonel is 
annexed to the commands which are here held by: Field Officers and 
Captains. That which might have been one expedient; cannot now be 
neceſſary, and is not juſt. With the acquiſition of Empire and of 
Riches, the number. of your. Military: Corps has neceſſarily increaſed 
without addition of Rank to your Officers. On the contrary, all the 
General Officers have been ſtruek off: The Rane of Colonel is deemed | 
adequate to our. deſerts, and to tlie utmòſt "extent" of bur capacity. . 

IE Ig, From 


T0 


From the hour that. an Officer has attained the flation to -which the 
| higheſt degree of reſpectability ſhould be annexed, he is in reality de- 
' giaded; by an inſuperable bar to that Rank, which is deemed nat only 

reaſonable, but expedient in all other armies, and in the immediate 
ſervice of his own Sovereign. The great increaſe," during late years, 


of his Majeſty's Troops ſerving in India, makes a ſtill more mortifying 
and injurious change in the ſituation of the Company's Officers; inaſ- 
much as the commands to which they had looked, as the reward of 
cheir long and faithful ſervices, are held by Officers in His Majeſty's 
Army of higher rank, but who have not ſerved one half, many not one 
chird of the time, and who alſo, from a want of local knowledge, 
cannot be ſuppoſed ſo well qualified to fill fuch ſtations. Thus you 
will obſerve the diſparity of Rank and. Command . every 
gradation of the 8 3 | 


We, therefore, moſt ape 7 Ae ſolicit that the Re- 

5 r which forbids the advancement of any Officer in the Compa- 

ny's Service above the Rank of Colonel, be done away, and a reaſon- 

able proportion of General and Field Officers be allowed, on this Eſta- 

bliſhment, that this may be no a the oo" 29h in che world in 
which. ſuch a Prohibition exiſts. | 


WS ' eee more adequate to the ſituation and 
reſponſibility of your Military Servants be conferred; ſince, till that 

be obtained, the apparent equality between his Majeſty's 2 Com- 5 

| pany's o is, ang _ continue, illuſiwe and nugatory. 


To evince how an your Hans; ni even your ROPE this 
Country, are W in the nen of your preſent ſyſtem, the 
| R 1 


n5y 


 Lollowi ing ' Natemnent of facts, with the eee e deducl. 
ble from them, will ſuffice. The Colonels in the Eaſt India Company's 
Army have ſerved, on an average, from thirty to thirty-three years; 
their Lieutenant Colonels from twenty-ſeven to thirty years; their 
Majors from twenty-five to twenty-ſeven years; their Captains from 
twenty-one to twenty-five years; and their Subalterns from ten to 
twenty-one years. If the preſent "Eſtabliſhment continues,” it is evi- 
dent, that all attachment, zeal, and ardour, muſt give way to hopeleſs 
deſpondency, or degenerate into incurable apathy. The Officers of 
this Army will, in a few years more, conſiſt only of men broken 
down by the preſſure of time, and by the fatigues and expoſure inſepa- 
cable from a military life, in a climate deſtructive to European eonſti- 
tutions, inſtead of poſſeſſing that robuſt bodily ſtrength and energetic 
vigour of mind, neceſſary to plan the original er ee man eſſential to 
"FS ſucceſsful execution "_ e e * Wes: 292 50). dae, 


bK is a fact demanding your moſt ſerious vonſideration, eee 
and the attention of the Britiſh Government, that the acquiſition of 
your territorial poſſeſſions in this country was made by a band of men 
ſo ſmall, that it would not be thought 'prudent, at the preſent time, to 
detach a party of equal ſtrength beyond your frontiers yet their preſerva- 
tion is only to be ſecured by armies nearly as numerous as thoſe which = 
may be brought againft us. But the ſoldier of the preſent day is, in 
no reſpect, inferior to him who contributed to the victories of Law- 
rence and of Clive. Where, then, are we to look for the cauſe of this 
alarming reverſe, but in the progreſs made by our neighbours in the 
Military Art? This evil carries with it the aggravation that it can nei- 
ther be obviated nor TREES from _— ſince every renewal of 
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boſtility avetiſſhutes to make our: enemies better foldiers, and-more'for- 
midable opponents. 


Ne 0 bleſs of revenue can ſupport the enormous: expence of a large 
European force in India. On the native troops, then, we.muſt depend 
for our preſervation, and it. is evident. that for their ſuperiority to their | 
| countrymen, in the ſervice of their own. ſtates, they are. indebted to the 
ſkill. and ſpirit of European Officers. To preſerve. that ſuperiority, 
and to balance the improving. diſcipline, and conſequent increaſing 
ſtrength of. the neighbouring powers, the proportion of officers muſt 
. be augmented. It is notorious that Serjeants will. not anſwer this end . 
>» Mut the ſituation of a ſubaltern. is not a ſituation for. life: He 1 muſt be 4 
young, vigorous, and active; he muſt be animated: by the. proſpect of 
leading the Corps, in which he is now learning to command, and ac- 
quiring the confidence df his ſoldiers by proving that he merits it. 
Under the diſcipline of their Britiſh leaders, and animated by their. ex- 
ample, we have ſeen the Natives of. India meet, at the charge of the 
bayonet, the veteran Troops of France, and meet them with effect. 


It was the invariable opinion of one of your oldeſt and moſt reſpec- 
table Commanders, that ſcarcely too many European Officers could be 
poſted to a Battalion of. Sepoys, particularly to lead them on to action. 

That opinion has lately received the ſanction of our preſent Illuſtrious 

Chief,“ by his appointing additional Officers to the Bengal. Battalions. 

ſerving on the Coaſt,.and by his acquieſcence with a part of the nume-- 

tous applications made to join the army during the late war. 


Me do not preſume to preſcribe. to you the organization of your Se- 
Po 4 permit us, however, with deſerence to o ſuggeſt, 
that 


* Earl Cornwallis: 


. 5 


that the now defective ſyſtem would be improved by annexing the rank 

of Field Officer to the command of a Battalion, and by promoting to 

a ſuperior rank, a proportion of the ſenior 2 of the PR and 5 
poſting them to Sepoy Battalions. 


There is ſtill another abject, the ſtatement of which, we are affured, - _ 
will be ſufficient to intereſt your juſtice and humanity in our behalf. 
More than twenty years are ſpent in your ſervice before we can arrive 
at the rank of Captain, and. after ten years more it muſt be an inſtance . 
of unuſual good fortune, if the ſervice ſhall enable any of us to reviſit 
our native country; but as if this were not ſufficient, the door is ſhut 
againſt a temporary return by the neceſſity of. an abſolute reſignation, - 

and conſequent loſs of pay. In harſhneſs and ſeverity this nn 


of your ſervice ſtands unequalled. 


The Officer in the King's Army poſſeſſes privileges utterly denied to 
him in the Company's. The former not only returns to Europe, when” 
reaſonable cauſes call him thither, and for the reſtoration of his health; 
but further, to preſerve his ſervices to his country, and that he may 
maintain the reſpectability eſſential to his Tation, his pay is regularly 


continued. 


Let us now engage your attention to the ſituation of the latter, wbo 
holds a Commiſſion in His Majeſty's ſervice alſo. Should the urgencey 
of his domeſtic concerns demand his return to Europe, or a conſtitu. 
tion enfeebled by the climate and the duties of his profeſſion, require, | 
as a laſt reſource, a trial of his native air, what muſt be his feelings 
when he contemplates his dreary ſituation ? Deſtitute of a proviſion, 
which might enable him to procure the comforts and aſſiſtance ſo re- 

| 1 D quiſite 


1 
quiſite to alleviate the preſſure of diſeaſe, and contribute to re- invigo- 
rate his exhauſted frame, he ſinks under the 8 — weight of 
bodily ills and of mental 4 ee | 


This, Gentlemen, is no imaginary picture, but a ſcene that is daily 
paſſing before our eyes. To expatiate further on it would, we are per- 
ſuaded, be unneceſſary; for we cannot admit the idea that you would 
deliberately wiſh to ſacrifice their lives whoſe conſtitutions have been 


impaired 1 in your ſervice. 


We, the ford, with the fulleſt confidence in your juſtice, and the 
reaſonableneſs of our repreſentation, requeſt that you will no longer 
withhold from the Officers of your Army that privilege, which his 
Majeſty's enjoy, of returning to Europe for a limited time. Our prayer 
extends to a furlough of three years, without prejudice to rank or loſs 
of pay, but ſubject to the reſignation of the ſituation or command an- 
nexed ; and, after return to India, to be re- admitted on the efficient 
ſtrength, under the preſent exiſting regulations. | 


To thoſe who have only viewed the object at a diſtance, and who 
have not, like us, ſuffered under the increaſing weight of the grie- 
vances which we now ſolicit you to redreſs, it may appear, that what 
has been long ſubmitted to, and is apparently inherent in the conſtitu- 
tion of this army, cannot be ſo oppreſſive as we now repreſent. In 
your eyes, Gentlemen, we truſt it will be no ſlight recommendation of 
our preſent ſolicitations, that from the commencement of the late war 


do the preſent hour, when every ſtipulation of the Treaty is on the point 


of being completely fulfilled, not a murmur has eſcaped to interrupt 
the harmony of mutual co-operation, or ſlacken the ſprings of joint ex- 
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ertion againſt the common enemy. The diſciplined courage of your 
troops, and the animated exertions of their leaders have (under Provi- 
dence) diffuſed the bleſſings of Peace, not only through the Britiſh do- 
minions, but to the remoteſt corner of the territories of their Allies. 
We are aſſured, therefore, that in ſeizing the preſent occaſion, we ſhall 


evince as well the ſteadineſs of our attachment to you, as the ſenſibility: 
with which we feel the Puli and almoſt intolerable * of our 


ſituation. 


Such, Gentlemen, is the plain, unexaggerated ſtatement of the pre- 
ſent ſituation and future proſpects of your military ſervants in India. 
It is indiſputably true, that deſpondency pervades all the ranks of the 
Bengal Army from the dreary proſpect before them. Promotion to the 
junior claſſes is nearly hopeleſs, and entirely precluded from the ſenior. 
Their juſt claim to a recompenſe for their ſervices is denied, and the 
chance of being reſtored to their friends and country is removed to a pe- 
riod ſo diſtant and ſo uncertain, as to ſicken the expectation even of 
the moſt ſanguine. But we reſign with the moſt implicit confidence 
into your hands a cauſe which is not more our's than it is your on; 
nor can we allow a doubt to exiſt, that you will feel with us, the ex-+ 
pediency of renovating that zeal, by which your acquiſitions were ori- 
ginally made, by which they muſt be maintained, and on which the 
permanency of their duration does ultimately depend. 
We have the honour to be, 
With perfect confideration and reſpect, 
— HONOURABLE SIRS, 
Your moſt faithful and devoted, 
| | ; Humble Servants, . 
Cawnpoor, Feb. 1793. 


H. Briſco, 


; 


H. Briſco, Colonel 
Alexander Hardy, Lieut. Colonel 


John M*Gowan, Lieut. Colonel 


J. Macdonald, Major 

T. Bolton, Major 

Robert Dawes, Major 

J. Kearnan, Captain 

James Atkinſon, Lieut. 
John Gordon, Lieut. 

John Aſhworth, Lieut. 

J. Leigh, Lieut, 

W. Hemmings, Lieut. 
William Lally, Lieut. 

T. 8. Bateman, Lieut. 

A. Orme, Lieut. 

Robert Wilfon, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 
| James Nath. Rind, Lieut. 

C. Smyth, Lieut. 

John Munro, Lieut. 

Andrew Cumings, Lieut. 
Andrew Doul, Lieut. 
William Raban, Lieut. 
Thomas Geo. Williamſon, Lieut. 
8. Kelly, Lieut. 

Richard Willoughby, Lieut. 
Frederick Trench, Lieut. 
Edward Allifon, Lieut. 

George S. Browne, Lieut, 
Andrew Young, Lieut. 
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J. Salmond, Lieut. 
W. Howard, Lieut. 


Charles Chriſtie, Lieut: 


Malcolm M<Leod, Lieut. 8 


Robert Murray, Lieut. 


Henry Cheape, Lieut. 
J. Ranken, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
Thomas Salkield, Lieut. 
John Harris, Lieut. 
Benjamin Cuthbert, Lieut. 
William Rennie, Lieut. 

T. Long, Lieut. 


W. M. Baker, Lieut. 


A. Watkins, Lieut: 


N. Saumarez, Lieut. 
James Pennington, Lieut. 


William Dick, Lieut. | 
Herbert Pyefinch, Lieut. 


J. W. Adams, Lieut. 


James Pringle, Major 
James Hunter, Lieut. 
John Jollie, Lieut. 


M. Duncan, Lieut. 
J. Hickland, Lieut. 


Robert Blair, Captain 
Robert Carruthers, Enſign 


Lawrence Rawſtorne, Lieut. 
[W. Dunn, Lieut. 


James Powell, Lieut. 


Robert 


Robert Turton, Lieut. 

M. M Gregor, Lieut. 
Thomas Martin, Lieut. 
 George-F oulis, Lieut. 
Robert Lowe, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 


D. Spencer Freeman, Aſſiſt. Surg. 


Samuel Sears, Lieut. Colonel 
J. A. Gore, Enſign | 


Gilbert Macleod, Aſſiſtant Surg. 


John Law, Aſſiſtant Surgeon - 
Alexander Robertſon, Lieut. 
Richard Henry, Lieut. 
William Mackintoſh, Captain 
Thomas Macfie; Lieut. 

John Eade, Lieut. 

George Hutchinſon, Lieut. 
Roderick Fraſer, Lieut. _ 
W. M. Birch, Lieut. 

D. Marſhall, Captain 
William Anderſon, Aſſiſt. Surg, 
L. Grant, Captain 

John Mawbey, Captain 
Richard Forbes, Lieut. 
Edward Hall, Lieut. 

N. Stewart, Captain 


1 


8. Knowles, Captain 


James Denny, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 
Robert Francis, Lieut. 


Charles Scott, Captain 


J. P. Keble, Enſign 


Edward Inglis, Afliſtant Surgeon © 


W. Adams, Lieut. 


l Robert Hetzler, Lieut. 


Richard Adams, Lieut. 
H. Hyndman, Captain 
William Palmer, Major 


| W. G. Palmer, Lieut. - . 


William Campbell, Enſign 
J. H. Bellaſſis, Enſign 


W. Hunter, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 


R. Ramſay, Captain 
John Wallace, Lieut. 1 
James M*Dougall, Aſſiſt. Surg. 


David Robertſon, Enſign 


T. Clayton, Captain 
W. Geo. Maxwell, Lieut. 


_ Richard Ralph, Lieut. 
John Ralph, Lieut. 


J. Powell, Capt. 
G. Raban, Lieut. 


Addreſſes and Petitions to the ſame effect were tranſmitted from each 
Military Station ſubſcribed by the whole of the Officers preſent. 
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 PerT1TION to His MajtesTy, and Appress 0 the Honourable the 
Couxr of DirEcToRs. 


«c 

WS therefore moſt reſpectfully and earneſtly ſolicit that the re- 
&« gulation which prohibits the advancement of any officer in the Com- 
« pany's ſervice above the rank of colonel, be done away; and that 
ma reaſonable proportion of general and field officers be allowed on 
& this eſtabliſhment, that this may no longer be the only army in the 
40 world i in which ſuch a prohibition exiſts.” _ 


The officers of the Bengal army, in ſoliciting a proportion of 2 : 
ral and field officers, adequate to the complement of troops, are natu- 


rall y governed i in their ideas by the numbers of each of theſe ranks, 
which it has been found expedient to appoint to the Britiſh forces, 
when on foreign ſervice: for, being now component parts of the ſame 
machine, the artificial combinations of each muſt be made, as nearly 
as poſſible, to accord; or the organization of the whole will neeef- 

farily be disjointed, and the operations of both: perplexed and embar- 

raſſed. Attention muſt, at the ſame time, be had to local fituation | 
and circumſtances. The general and field officers on his Majeſty? * 
army liſt are ſo numerous, that, in this particular, the two ſervices bear 

no analogy to each other, nor can the Britiſh eſtabliſhment be referred | 
5 A | to, 
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3 
to, in order to regulate the numbers of officers of theſe ranks, which 
would be expedient, and may be juſtly claimed for the army in India, 


though the latter, in the number of men, much exceeds the former.- 


That our claims, therefore, may be analagous to reaſon, and conſe- 
quently compatible with the proſperity and reſources of that part of 
the empire, to the ſecurity and preſervation of which we are immedi- 
ately devoted, they muſt be adapted to local circumſtances of ſituation. 
This naturally leads us to a ſurvey of the internal organization of the 


army in Bengal, the purpoſes for which it is maintained, and the na- 


ture of the ſervice on which it is employed. - 


The countries poſſeſſed by the Britiſh nation, under the Preſidency 
of Fort William, in Bengal, are the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, a 
ſmall part of Oriſſa, and the Zemeendarree of Benares : but the tenor 
of our engagements with the Nawab Vizeer having thrown the defence 


of that Prince's dominions wholly on the army in Bengal, their ſecu- 
Tity, as well from natural ſituation as from political expediency, is be- 


come eſſential to the tranquillity and ſafety of our own territories,. and 


the diſpoſition of the forces, under the Preſidency of Fort William, is 
accordingly adapted to this object. It becomes neceſſary, therefore, 


to comprize, in this deſcription, as well the whole lines of frontier of 
the Vizeer's country, as of the Britiſh provinces, together with the 


| principal military ſtations which it has been judged expedient to oc- | 


cupy, in order to guard the poſſeſſions of both from internal commo- 
tions, and from foreign attacks, | 


| ; This extenſive frontier is bounded by the kingdom of Aman, to 
the ſouth-eaſt, and by the river Soobanreeka, on the ſouth-weſt; the 
5 1 „„ e 
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| fea watt ed g from the ſouthern extremity of the Chittagong 
province, to the mouth of that river, forming the baſe of a triangle, 
from the eaſternmoſt point of which a line being carried to nearly the 
27th degree of northern latitude, and thence diagonally north- weſt to - 
| Hurdwar, from whence returning ſouth-weſt, to Pipley, in Jellaſore, . 
will incloſe the whole area of the territories of the Britiſh nation and 


its allies immediately dependent on the Government of Bengal. 


The province of Bengal and the northern diviſion of Bahar, are, 
by natural ſituation, in à great degree protected from the inroads' of 
an enemy. Moreover, to the north and eaſt, the adjacent countries 
are poſſeſſed by nations neither populous nor warlike, from whom 
| little is to be apprehended beyond the temporary incurſion of an ill- 
armed and irregular banditti. This frontier is likewiſe defended by a 
chain of mountains, by large rivers, and by extenſive foreſts. To the 
ſouth, the coaſt is ſecured from a maritime attack, by ſhallows, and 
the debarkation of troops would be fatal on Aadelert ſtrand, covered: 
with impenetrable woods, and interſected by innumerable inlets of 
the ſea, with only one port (and that of difficult acceſs) in the ſpace 
of three hundred miles. Thus the command of the navigation of the 
Ganges, which, from its intricacy, (owing to the perpetual ſhifting 
of the ſands) is only known to a few Europeans in the pilot ſervice, 
ſecures Bengal from being attacked with ſucceſs by any European 
power. To tranfport and land ten thouſand Europeans, with guns 
and ſtores, would be impracticable, and equally ſo, for an army of 
that ſtrength to attempt it on the land fide, We have every reſource 
of money, proviſions, and ſtores, requiſite for the largeſt force. The 
lower parts of Bengal, where the troops of an European power muſt 
55 | land, 


C4]. 
land, are eminently unhealthy. If landed farther to the ſouthward, 
they have ſtill more difficulties to encounter, in having a greater diſ- 
' tance to march, The climate would fight for us, by deſtroying num- 
bers. A partizan war of poſts might be carried on, without hazard- 
ing a general engagement, till fatigue, hunger, and diſeaſe, com- 
pleted their . overthrow. The many large rivers which take their 
courſe alſo through the interior parts of theſe provinces, protect them 
during the rainy ſeaſon, from the incurſions of the neighbouring Mah- 
rattas, the only power from which any formidable invaſion is to be 


_ apprehended ; while the diſtricts to the eaſtward of the Ganges are fo 


entirely ſcoured by that barrier, that no inſtance occurs on record of 
heir having been diſturbed by thoſe active freebooters. 


On the north, ſouth, and eaſt, therefore, our dominions are little 
liable to foreign attack. The naturally weak parts are that tract of the 
weſtern frontier of the Vizeer's territories, from Hurdwar to Ram- 
gaut, in extent f miles; the Ganges, during eight months of 
the year, admitting the paſſage of troops at numerous fords, and thus 
expoling the whole of the Dooab to the northward. of Furruckabad, 
with the provinces of Rohilcund and Oude, as far as to the weſtern | 
bank of the Dewa, to the annual depredations of bodies of irregular 
horſe, whom we erroneouſly claſs under the general denomination of 
Siks— but who, in reality, conſiſt of Siks, Mahrattas, diſbanded 
troopers, Hindoſtannies, and of every deſcription of banditti, who 
can provide themſelves with a match- lock and horſe, for the purpoſes. 
of plunder. Theſe annually aſſemble in the deſolated lawleſs diſtricts 

to the weſtward of the Jumna, and iſſuing forth at the commence- 
ment of the dry ſeaſon, increaſe in number as they proceed, and 


carry 


= EET : ” 
carry fire and ſword through che defenceleſs * countries in, their 


courſe. | 15 | V 
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In the event of our being 1 in hoſtilities 1 the Mahratta, 
or other neighbouring States, that part of the Benares Zemeendarree 
. to the ſouthward of the Ganges, together with the whole of 
South Bahar, is more particularly expoſed to the eruptions of that ac: 
tive enemy, who would meet with no obſtacle. to interrupt their pro- 
greſs, through the numerous inlets] to be found by the paſſes in the 
hills, on the ſouthern frontier of Benares and Bahar. The ſtations of 
Dinapoor and Chunar, together with all thoſe within the Company 8 
provinces, being deſtitute of cavalry, could only. furniſh protection to 
the towns and diſtricts in their vicinity, and would in yain attempt to 
interrupt the progreſs, or prevent the ravages of horſe in an open 


country. 


To the ſouthwifh, the rich provinces af Midoapoor fd 
are likewiſe open to an invaſion, as well from the ſouth, through Cut: 
tack, as to the northward, from the eaſy communication between 
thoſe countries and South Bahar: witneſs the numerous eruptions of 
the Mahrattas, and the depredations committed in thoſe fertile diſ- 


tricts during the latter periods of the Mogul empire, and our own 
ſituation in 1780, from an undiſciplined and (under any other circum- 


ſtances) a deſpicable rabble, notwithſtanding that a reſpectable: de- 


I ſay defenceleſs, becauſe the detachment of artillery and infantry ſtationed at An- 
nupſheer is neither ſufficiently numerous to furniſh guards for the various fords, nor, 
while unprovided with cavalry, can it act with effect againſt an enemy conſiſting wholly 
of horſe, and conſequently always able to elude their purſuit on a plain, the whole face 


of the country being a level ſurface, | 
| tachment 


L <0. 
| tachment of urtillery and gong ay « on the! northern mow of the 
unn. Toa 5 . 


* 
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| The army maintained by the Eaſt 10555 Canine] in Reuge being 

deſigned for the ſecurity of their poſſeſſions againſt internal inſurrec- 
tions and foreign invaſion, their diſpoſition is conſequently governed 
by theſe objects. With that view, it has been judged expedient to 
| occupy fix principal ſtations, in the vicinity of large towns and capi- 
tals of provinces, and to poſt ſmaller detachments, as well on thoſe 
parts of the frontier moſt acceſſible, as at the principal cities (in 
which the Company's repreſentative uſually reſides) for the ſupport of 
the civil authority, the protection of the treaſury and public records, 
and to aſſiſt, when called upon, in realizing the revenues.“ 


The following are the ſix principal ſtations : 


4 1K, + Fort William, with Barrackpoor, vine the Native Infantry 
requiſ te for the garriſon duties of that fortreſs are cantoned. Theſe 
alſo en the neceſſary guards for Calcutta and its environs. 


2d. Berhampoor, in the vicinity. of Morrſhedabad, the reſidence 
of the Wb of Ben gal ; to und the interior of that province, 


It has proved in vain that repeated orders have been iſſued, prohibiting the celine 
from employing Sepoys in realizing the rents. They are employed for this purpoſe in 
every diſtri: nor has it yet been found practicable to collect the revenues without the 
appearance at leaſt of military force, and too frequently their interference is unavoida- 
ble.—Tt is the invariable practice of the country powers to uſe military force i in the col- 

lection of the revenues, and hence the neceſſity has been entailed on us. 


FEM net together 


197. 


together with its ſouthern frontier, and. ready to reinforce the garriſon 
of Fort William, or As a W 80 oy e at ee 


Ag 'Dinapoor, near cabin city of Patns; to > guard the interior of 
Bahar. 


1 4th. The fortreſs of Chunar, a dept of ſtores for the ſupply of 

the field ſtations, and the cantonment of a brigade, to guard the pro- 

vince of Benares. | CE | 
| | 3 

th. Camngitor, for the es of the Vizeer's capital, fc 

now, and to * the . of his E 


6th. Futteh Gur, in the vicinity of Nes (the A of 
the Patan Rohillas) to join the Cawnpoor diviſion, if neceſſary, for 
the protection of the Vizeer's dominions; alſo to furniſh the detach- 
ment ſtationed at Annapſheer for the defence of the weſtern fron. 
tier. 33 ; | 


| In addition to theſe, are to be enumerated the two ſubordinate ſta- 
tions at Midnapoor and Annapſheer, the firſt dependent on Berham- 
poor, and deſtined to guard the ſouth-weſt frontier, the latter de- 
tached from Futteh Gur, for the protection of the weſtern boundary of 
the Vizeer's dominions. The remaining dependent ſtations, at Chitta- 
gong, Dacca, Tajpoor, Gha, Hazarree, Burragong, Benares, and 
Jonepoor, are each occupied by a battalion: of ſepoys, to ſupport the 
authority of the civil magiſtrate and collector, and as guards for the 
provincial treaſuries. Of late, a battalion has been employed in _ 
Aſſam, and will probably be permanently ſtationed in that country. 
4 The 
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The Native Corps at Lucknow is 4 from . and 3 

under the authority of the Britiſh Reſident in that capital, as far as 
relates to requiſitions for guards, detachments, and eſcorts, and to 
the * of the e Rl eee at that court. 


E be two invalid PORN of Native Infantry at e furniſh 
eſcorts, when wanted; to boats with public property and ſtores, 
proceeding up and. down. the Ganges, together with ſmall * 
garriſons and parties, where required. 


The invalid companies of European artillery and infantry at Chunar 
garriſon that fortreſs, and furniſh a ſmall detachment for the fort of 


B uXar. | . 


The _ at Bengal, at pres conſiſts of the lowing corps: 


Two en regiments of Native c 


Three battalions of Ali artillery, with 8 companies of | 
Native Laſcars, PO a brigade of A | | 


| _ Majeſty's 155 8 

Sir battalions of European Infantry 
Six brigades of Native 1 each conſiſting of ſix handles. 

| Four companies of European invalids. 


* See Appendix B, T 
Two 


t 5 1 
vo battalions of Na ative Invalids. 


IS” 4 


The n of officers on the ſtaff of this army are ſix ki 5 
infantry. The Colonel Commandant of artillery is on the effective 
ſtrength of one of the battalions. The Colonels of infantry com- 
mand the ſix principal ſtations, and their dependencies. The remain- 
ing field officers are fix lieutenant-colonels, and ſix majors, attached to 
as many European battalions, and the like number of lieutenant-colo. 

nels and majors to the ſix brigades of Native Infantry. The above 
field officers are all fixed at the principal ſtations, which are the head 
quarters of their ref] pective corps, the lieutenant- colonels commanding 
the brigades ſtationed at Berhampoor and Futteh Gur excepted, the 
former detached with two battalions to Midnapoor, and the latter win 
the ſame force to Annapſheer, for the defence of the reſpective fron- 
tiers. The ſingle battalions detached are ſubject only to their reſpec. 
tive captains commandant, and to the authority of the colonels com- 
manding the ſtations, on which they are dependent. Thus ſituated, 
the whole of the corps (invalids excepted) are, in point of equip- 
ment, conſtantly on a war eſtabliſhment, and in a continual rotation 
of active duties, being engaged in guarding a frontier of great extent, 
in ſupporting the authority of the Britiſh Government, in the protec- 
tion of its allies, in maintaining the police, and in preſerving the 
tranquillity of the whole. An army of leſs than 30, ooo men, thus 
{ſpread over an area of 215,000 ſquare miles, to controul nations 
ſcarcely yet habituated to our ſovereignty, (where the higher ranks of 
people are naturally diſaffected, from diſappointed views of elevation) 
and in the vicinity of warlike neighbours, abounding in cavalry, muſt 
de at all times prepared for every exigency, and can ſcarcely have 
. * wo * centrical poſitions, at which it may aſſemble in force, in the 

| 0 . 


FT I 10 2 


event of ſudden internal commotion, or foreign invaſion, .. Yet, on 2 
ſurvey, it will be found that through the whole extent of the Britiſh 
poſſeſſions in Bengal, with thoſe of its allies, not one ſtronghold or 
tenable fortreſs is occupied, except Fort William: the forts of Chu- 
nar and Mongheer being in a ruinous ſtate, that of Buxar trifling, 
and all incapable of reſiſting a reſolute attack, or ſtanding againſt a 


blockade, for the moſt inconſiderable ſpace of time; no magazines of 
proviſion, or forage, being collected in any of thoſe places. The diſ- 
tance of the Native Battalions, which are detached, from the princi- 


pal Nations, on which they are depen ent, is, generally, ſo conſider- 
able as to preclude the timely arrival of a reinforcement from thence, 
in caſes of emergency, while thoſe corps, which are ſtationed more 


in the vicinity of each other, are yet ſubject only to the authority of 


their reſpective commandants, no one of whom is inveſted with any 
power of controul over the others, or can quit his own poſt; but at 


the requiſition or with the approbation of the civil magiſtrate of the 


diſtrict. Our troops are thus liable to be cut off in detail, before ef- 
fectual relief can be afforded, or authority delegated, to aſſemble "2 
tones NET to the Li of the fen. 


'T his l lt on the ly Kats wh f 0 1 


is ſaid to have been the motive which induced Lord Clive to 


form the army into brigades, each comprizing a proportionate com- 
plement of artillery, with European and Native Infantry, and (had a 


competent corps of cavalry been attached) provided with every requi- 


fite for prompt and 'vigorous exertion. This arrangement continued 
with little alteration for ſeveral years, and proved, in every reſpect, 


adequate to the purpoſes expected from it. In a courſe of time, in- 


novations were made, till at length we ſee the name of brigade re- 
: ö . . ” | 3 : - . ; | o - 


* * 


K 


main without its retaining any of the principles of the original deſign, 
or the features of its priſtine form. How far theſe reſpective deviations 


have tended to melioration, cannot well be aſcertained, the changes = 


made in the ſyſtem having ſucceeded each other ſo rapidly, as ſcarcely to 
admit an examination of their principles, much leſs to afford the op- | 
portunity of proving them by the only unerring criterion, experience 
of the effect produced. Whatever may have been their individual merit, 


it is an inconteſtable fact, that theſe deviations from the original de- 
ſign have diveſted the Bengal army of the properties which were in- 
tended to have been inherent in its conſtitution. Our corps are no 


longer, as formerly, calculated for prompt movements, and deciſive 


operations. The ſeparation of the artillery from the brigades, the re- 
moval of the cannon from the Native Battalions, the conſequent defi- 
ciency of Laſcars, and of good cattle for the guns, and, above all, a 
ſuſpicious jealouſy, degrading to the military character, which will 
ever check the ardour of exertion, have all concurred to deaden that 
energy, which formerly characterized the Britiſh troops in India. Added 
to theſe, the looſe diſtribution af ſingle battalions, and the want of a 
general ſuperintending authority over the remote. detached ſtations, leaves 
us expoſed to diſaſters, which, like a ſpark falling on a train, would, in 


their conſequences, be felt to an alarming extent: for, owing. to the | 


confined and reſtricted authority, inveſted in the Officers commanding 


Native Battalions, their divided commands, and the want of definite 


inſtructions, applicable to every probable emergeney, nothing could be 
undertaken in concert, till the arrival of orders from the Preſidency, ar 
from the head-quarters of the diviſion, to which they ſtood a tached 
together with the requiſite ſupply of artillery, ſores, cattle, and, in in 


ſhort, of almoſt every eſſential for active operation, to be . to 


a . e of ſome hundred miles. 


1 


ꝛʒlw 2 
it the permanency of our {oventignty in Afia hs on the baſis 
; our unqueſtioned ſ uperiority, and of a prevailing belief that we are in- 


* vulnerable to attack, it behoves us to uſe every precaution to guard 
againſt the chance of failure in our military operations, whether offenſive 


| or defenſive. The moſttrivial check, received by the ſmalleſt detachment 

| of our troops, not only expoſes the whole political body to'a mortal blow, 

'1 6 but contributes to efface from the minds of the natives, ſubject to our 
F 


| Government, that impreſſion by which our dominion was firſt eſta- 
| bliſhed, and to which we are indebted for its continuance, and there 
=_ fore tends, in its conſequences, to accelerate the arrival of that period, 
= which, with equal certainty, awaits the molt 1 ae ns, 
| _ the weakeſt of the human race. ä 


Under the eliciinftances above detailed, it is evidently EX pedient, that 
officers of experience ſhould be inveſted with authority, over a certain 
number of ſubordinate ſtations, the moſt contiguous to each other, and 
belt ſituated to afford mutual aid and ſupport. It will be the duty of 
ſuch officers to inſpect the troops and ſtores at each ſtation, to regulate 

=” the diſpoſition of the detached poſts, and, in caſe of attack, or internal 
commotion, to adopt ſuch meaſures as may be requiſite = the ſafety of | 
5 the diſtrict i in which they command. 


Firſt, then, it is ſuggeſted, chat a contjetent body of light cavalry 
be raiſed for the defence of the weſtern frontier, to be poſted at Annap- 
ſheer, inſtead of remaining at Cawnpoor and Futtch Gur, where the 
country is protected by the rivers Ganges and Jumna, neither of which 

| 11 enge for a anden diſtance above thoſe Nations. | 
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c Secondly, 4 


t 
= Secondly, a corps of native artillery (Goleh-Andaz) to be raiſed and 
attached to the brigade of European artillery, in addition to the Laſ- 
cars: to perform likewiſe all marine duties. | 


— 


| Thirdly, The corps of 8 Aa and artillery, being at pre- 5 
ſent on a ſyſtem fundamentally bad, ſhould be reformed, and the regi- 
ments put on the fame eſtabliſhment, i in the complement of officers and 


men to each as his Majeſty” 8 regiments in India; the lame mode to be | 8 


adopted for recruiting them. 


Fourthly, The number of European officers attached to the Native 85 
Battalions to be increaſed, and, in reſpect to appointment, placed on 
the ſame eſtabliſhment with the European corps. T he battalions to 
continue at their preſent ſtrength in rank and file, to conſiſt of two gre- 
nadier and four battalion companies, with a Captain and two Lieute- 
tenants to cach of the flank companies, and a Captain, Lieutenant, and 
Enſign to each of the battalion companies. 


Fifthly, The i bad of Native Infantry to conſiſt of three battalions * 
each, to be commanded by a Brigadier, with a Brigade Moſes and 
Quarter W effective ſtaff. 2 


Sixthly, The G 1 European regiments to ke of the rank 


of Major General, to a& and move with their regiments. < 


Seventhly, 'T'wo General Officers on” the ſtaff of the Bengal army 
(excluſive of the Commander in Chief in India) to act as reviewing 
Generals; one for the principal ſtations within the LSE the other 
for thoſe in the . 9 | 

| D 
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APPENDIX A. 


Tu E preſent military eſtabliſhment of Bengal conſiſts of two regi- 
ments of Native Cavalry, in all 468 rank and file, with two non-com- 
miſſioned officers, European, and eight European commiſſioned offi- 


ers. One brigade of European artillery, of 1110 rank and file, 
with 86 European commiſſioned officers; to which are attached 


thirty companies of Laſcars, natives. His Majeſty's - 76th regiment 


of i 2 rank and file, with 43 commiſſioned officers: ſix European 


battalions, in the Eaſt India Company's ſervice, in number 3552 
rank and file, with 168 officers ; of ſix brigades of Native Infan- 
try, of fix battalions each: in number 23,1 40, including Native 
Officers, with 72 European non-commiſioned and 378 ä 
commiſſioned officers, 
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SECTION It 


OF CAVALRY. 


Tur ſouth-weſt diſtricts of Bengal and Bahar, and the weſtern 
provinces of the Vizeer's dominions, have a great extent of frontier 
expoſed to the incurſions of the neighbouring powers, viz. the Mah- 
rattas, the Siks, and the Durrannies, the ſubjects of Timur Shah.— 
The forces of all theſe nations principally conſiſt of cavalry... I It is 
evident, therefore, that defective as we are in this eſſential army, our 
poſſeſſions in India ever lye open to an invaſion, and we ſhall in vain 
oppoſe their ingreſs, or attempt to check their rapid movements through 
a champaign country, which has no natural barriers of mountains, or 
rivers, to ſtop their progreſs, and is deſtitute of walled towns and for- 
treſſes, of ſufficient ſtrength to protect the perſons and property of the 
inhabitants. To eſtabliſh a connected chain of poſts, for the ſecurity 
of a frontier of ſo great extent, and in every part eaſy of acceſs, 
| would demand a very conſiderable augmentation of our infantry eſta- 
bliſhment. Yet a ſmall body of highly diſciplined cavalry would be 
found ſufficient for its protection, and would moreover (were ſtuds to 
be formed and a breed. of ſerviceable horſes produced within our own 
territories) enable us, in the event of a war, to complete a reſpecta- 
ble corps of light horſe, equal to cope with any number of irregular 
cavalry, that could be brought againſt them. 
| During 


— 


During a courſe of active operations in the field, no ſuperiority in 
diſcipline, or ſcience, can compenſate for the want of cavalry, when 
acting againſt an enemy provided with horſe, Were proofs wanting, 
the events of the two laſt wars afford numerous inſtances, in confir- 
mation of this aſſertion. 


By their late conqueſts, the Mahrattas have extended their poſſeſ- 
fions to the weſtern boundary of the Vizeer's dominions, and the 
whole ſouth-weſt frontier of the Britiſh provinces is bordered by the | 
territory of thoſe ' ſtates, The European officers, in the fervice of 
. Madhajee Sindia, have, in addition to his numerous bodies of horſe, 
furniſhed him with a corps of regular diſciplined infantry, hitherto 
unknown in the armies of the Mahratta States. After experiencing 
the advantages which his infantry has derived from the introduction of 
the European tactic, and eſtimating it by the important acquiſitions 
which he has in conſequence made, it may be preſumed that he will 
not fail to adopt the ſame mode for the improvement of his cavalry: 
and on reverting to the ſtate of the Myſorean horſe, in the year 
1749, compared with thoſe brought unto the field, and oppoſed to us, 
during the two laſt wars with that power, we ſhall, by analogy, find 
cauſe for ſerious attention to the rapid improvement of our warlike 
and reſtleſs neighbours, in the military arth. An accurate account of 
the army acting at preſent under Sindia, in the countries bordering on 
the Vizeer's dominions, is hereunto annexed The character of 
theſe troops, and the talents of their chief, may be eſtimated by the 
extent of their acquiſitions. They are now in the undiſturbed poſſef- 
ſion of all thoſe countries extending from the foot of the northern 
mountains to the ſea, through which the whole of the valuable horſes 
to be procured in the Britiſh or Vizeer's territories muſt paſs. Any 


| | | attempt 
EF ant te ans 7 
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attempt, therefore, to augment our cavalry, after we ſhall have been en- 
gaged in hoſtilities with thoſe States, would prove ineffectual. 4 
plan for eſtabliſhing a breed of horſes, of the firſt quality, within: 

our own provinces, has been lately preſented to the Bengal Govern-- 
ment, by an officer of that eſtabliſhment. The ability and perſpicuity; 
diſplayed in this propoſal, together with the importance of the ſub... 
ject, not only in a military, but in a commercial point of view, enti-- 
tle it to the ſerious attention of all thoſe, who are entruſted with the: 
adminiſtration of India affairs. | . 


Ii faid, that the Directors, in all their general Letters to Bengal;. 


have uniformly. recommended to the Government of that Prefidengy,. *_ 


in the event of being engaged in a war, in defence of the Vizeer or. 
other Native Power, to require of that ally, that he ſhould furniſh his 

contingent in. cavalry. The Nawab Vizeer had in. his ſtables at Luck-- 
now, in 1793, not leſs. than 3000 horſes, ſolely for bis. private uſe, 

many of them of the firſt quality, yet never mounted, but on occa-- 

ſlons of ceremony and for parade. Every argument. ſhould. be em- 
ployed to prevail on that Prince to co-operate with us, in forming a re- 
ſpectable corps of cavalry; a meaſure which would put him to no ad- 
ditional expence, ſince the horſes. are alteady fed at his charge, and it 
would only be neceſſary to diſband a part of the irregular and uſeleſs. 
rabble, that now * his. . in order to ſupport this new. eſta . 


bliſhment. 
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Tux B. Brigade of Bengal 1 5 W by its PRI 
the two-laſt wars, the excellence of the corps. The preſent mode f 
ſupplying. it with recruits is the ſame; as that adopted for the European | 
Infantry but the Artillery having by preſcription, the advantage of 
priority of ſelection from the whole of the men received from Europe | 
it has never ſuffered ſo materially, cither from the deficiency or quality 
of the xecruits, , as the Battalions: of. European. Infantry. Were ajre- 
cruiting company eſtabliched (Vith the ſanction of government) at 
Woolwich, and the recruits trained for a certain time with the Roya : 


* * « 


Artillery there, a greater proportion of men, properly; qualified: for th 
ſervice, would be procured, and many would be ſayed, who, after their 


arrival j in India, fall a ſacrifice to the elimate before they are ſufficiently 

inſtructed | to be fit to join their Company, and conſequently beforg 

they have been capable of performing any ſervice. S791 An, academy alſo 
might | be eſtabliſhed for, Cadets of Artillery. appointed byte : 


1110 7 


India Company, to remain there twelve hwy at leaſt; prev js f 
their embarkation, and (if on examination gun d qualified) 2 


TE C1 29 9 1 


to India, as acting officers, in charge o of the men. men, the pole. under, the 


163 4 10 74 "#1 3133 


3 | authority 


it E 9 
authority of one or more officers of each eſtabliſhment who may have 


been i in Europe on duty or . 


| J HOLT IA Sv 
Were a Company of Native Fc Der (Goleh Andaz) added to 


each of the European Companies, they would prove a moſt eſſential 
aid, and by ſaving the latter from expoſure to the fun, during the hot 
ſeaſon, would preſerve many, who now fall a ſacrifice on common 
.camp, or cantopment dutics, and thereby add to the ſtrength of the Eu- 
ropean Artillery Corps i in the field, when the fervices of every indivi- 
dual are of importance. In action they would be employed as Gu 
e "arr tiidifpetiable uid in This, of olle he debekeey di. fo 
much felt during the late war, as to oecaſion draughts of the Whole 
| eſtabliſhments attached to the artillery and infantry corps in Bengal, 
(the train at the field ſtations not ovens 804 2 oy & al were 
left unmanned, and eee pop Pompey ot noi Wiring 
yt; n 10 Nn [9 Nee 0 Df 19720 nil It 
In the time of peace the corps of Goleh Aube, being principally | 
Rationed in Fort William; would perform alt marine duties, and thus 
prevent” defertions from the Battalions of Native Infantry on their re- 
movul from the Upper Provinces to the Prefidency : the apprehenſi ions 
of being thus employed having ever been the chief cauſe of their quit- 
ting their colours. This corps ſhould be compoſed entirely of Natives 
of. Bengal. and Partieukarly of the claſs of ſea-faring men, who being 
accuſtomedto that mode of life, and enured to the climate of the 15 
part of the Delta of the Ganges, would fe el no repugnance at being 
{lected for that particular duty. Their pay ſhould be the fame as 5 
of the Gun-Laſcars/ and" the European officers appointed from the corps 
E FRE” To inftri'the Natives i in the management of f guns will, 
in. 
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in Europe, be deemed ; a ſuggeſtion pregnant with danger to the exiſ- 
tence of European power in Aſia. It is difficult to efface ſtrong im- 
preſſions, and to change rooted opinions; but it is well known to 
thoſe who are moſt intimately acquainted with the character of the Na- 
tives of Hindoſtan, that it is to the regular diſcipline and method pur- 
ſued in our ſervice, and above all, to the preſence of Britiſh officers 
they are indebted for their ſuperiority—that the ſame man, if transferred 
to the ſervice of one of the country powers, ſinks to a level with thoſe 
around him. 'The government of Bengal, by diſcharging at once 
5 or 6000 diſciplined men at the cloſe of the laſt War, evince 9 their 
freedom from apprehenſion on this head. With reſpect Jeet to thearmy of 
Myſore, confeſſedly the moſt formidable corps in the ſervics of any 
Native Power, its excellence is to be attributed entirely to the body of 1 
Frenchmen who have long been attached to the army of that ſtate. 


| _ 
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SECTION IV. 


SB ot EUROPEAN, INFANTRY. 


| ee our e felbus muſt-ever be od the pas- 
dium of our defence in India, and the key-ſtone by which our ſoye- 
reignty is maintained: yet it is not leſs certain that, to preſerve our Aſia- 
tic dominions by an army compoſed of Europeans alone, would be im- 
practicable, and that, were it poſſible, yet the drain of men from the 
mother country would be ſo great, as to counteract all the advantages de- 
rived from the poſſeſſion of them. The European troops ſhould be conſidered 
as a corps of reſerve, to be brought forward only on occaſions of import- 
ance, and as a neceſſary balance to enſure the ſteadineſs of the native 


corps. The reſpectability, therefore, of this body of men is an object 


of much more eſſential conſequence than its number, ſince in this parti» 
cular the diſproportion ever muſt be ſuch, that the balance can only be 
Maintained by a Pan of thou decided luperiony in diſcipline and. 


valour. 


11 bas b. 1 allerted, 25 ie Gt: hi TY the European character! in 
India cannot be raiſed too high, and that if the natives ſhould be ac- 
cuſtomed to look on perſons in the Britiſh ſervice with indifference and 
* contempt, they will rapidly. annihilate our empire there, and with it 
4 the very few germ 4 whom that country is held in ſubjeQion.”'* 


Letter from the Right Honourable f. Dundas, to the Chairman of the Court of Direc 


tors, 
F | Provi ſion 
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Proviſion has therefore been wiſely made, in a late act of the Legiſſature, 
for obviating this evik by reſtricting thoſe Europeans who may be li- 
cenſed to reſide within the Company's poſſeſſions, to a fixed reſidence 
within certain limits, and thus ſecuring the regularity of their conduct, by 
placing them under the immediate eye of autliority. Vet the military 
character of the Britiſh nation, on which our ſecurity depends, is de- 
graded,. by conſtantly ſending, out, as recruits for the European Infantry, 
wretches who are the outcaſts of their native country, men worn down: 
and debilitated by diſcaſe; contracted by every ſpecies of vice and de- 
'bauchery.. The effect produced by exhibiting ſuch ſpectacles in the 
character of Britiſh ſoldiers to the eyes of the natives of India need not 
be told. Yet, ſhould a contempt. of the national character once become 
general, its reſtoration would be attempted in vain, nor would the 
downfalb of our Aſiatic empire be long protracted. How far the preſent 
mode of ſupplying the Eaſt India Company's armies with European re- 
exuits is advantageous: to their ſervice, will be beſt determined by thoſe 
whoſe ſituations have afforded them the opportunity of inſpecting theſe 
men from the time of their embarkation to the period of their exiſtence 
in India, which to the greater number is of no long duration. Of late, 
indeed, numbers have judiciouſly been remanded home by the return of 
the ſhips that conveyed them out, by which the Eaſt India Company was 
relieved, as well from an enormous increaſe of their hoſpital charges, as 
from the expenſe: of maintaining mem in the character of ſoldiers by 
whom no ſervice could ever be performed, and whoſe appearance and 
depravity of conduct muſt tend to depreciate, in the eyes of their Aſiatic 
ſubjects, that opinion of European ny ty which — 
is maintained. 


* * 1 * 
2 '#- 
* 
— 


1 55 


Of choſe who might be fit * ſervice, on their embarkation, the treat-. 
ment on board ſhip is generally ſuch as to cauſe numerous caſualties dur- 
ing the voyage, and many of the ſurvivors are ſo irretrie vably injured in 
their health, that in a very few years they become an incumbrance as in- | 
velids;- From the recruits not being under charge of officers, while on 
their paſſage, diſeaſes are contracted, in conſequence of neglect, expo- 
ſure, and want of cleanlineſs. Having uſually diſpoſed of the neceſſaries 
with which they were furniſhed, they remain entirely without the means 
of defence againſt bad weather, and the frequent changes of climate 
that are experienced on the voyage, while the -miſery of their condition- 

and wretched appearance but too frequently ſubje& them to brutal and 
contemptuous treatment. Thus they uſually land i in India—emaciated by 
ſickneſs and diſheartened by the ſufferings they have. undergone. Such 
circumſtances cannot but render the men who are expoſed to them very 
unfit to ſupport the military character of a diſtant nation, in the eyes of 
an acute and diſcerning people, who yield their obedience to character 
alone; who are timid only becauſe they are yet ignorant, and who, by a 
concurrence of fortunate events and brilliant ſueceſſes, were rather ſur- 
prized than eee RU 577% S220] 


With ſuch materials to compoſe our European corps, it cannot create 
_ furprize that uneaſineſs ſhould be felt by the officers who ſerve in them, 
and that a general anxiety ſhould prevail to be removed from a ſituation 
whence neither credit nor ſatisfaction can accrue. That under all theſe 
| diſadvantages, corps ſhould have been made which, in point of diſci- 
pline and regularity, do credit to the Britiſh name, would ſcarcely obtain 
belief; but that the aſſertion has been verified on unqueſtionable autho- 
rity. Such inſtances clearly prove that the general inferiority of the 
Eaſt India Company's European battalions, in the appearance and cha- 
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rafter of the men, taken individually; {fad collectively 1 have always 
aequitted themſelves with equal credit) is entirely to be attributed to the 
mode in which they are reeruited; that the preſent ſyſtem is radically 
bad, and it may be preſumed, from the good ſtate of ſome of the corps, 
that were the ſame mode adopted as is purſued in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
the Eaſt. India Company's European troops would not be deficient i in we 
.of -thoſe-requiſites that conſtitute military excellence. 


There are four principal Nations in Bengal and Oude, which it has 
been judged expedient to occupy with European infantry. It is therefore 
ſuggeſted that the number of regiments of European infantry, on the 
Bengal eſtabliſimen ne be four,” each to conſiſt of the ſame com- 
plement of commanding officers, non · commiſſioned and private, as his 
Majeſty's regiments in India: the Britiſh Government to be applied 
to for permiſſion to fix on a convenient ſituation in England where the 
recruits enliſted may be aſſembled, and diſciplined previous to their em- 
barkation. A ꝓroportion of officers from each of the Preſidencies to 
hae charge of and train them. Theſe officers, or others, who may 
be in England on furlough, to embark with them for India, and to con- 
*tinue their ſuperintendance on board, where thoſe for the infantry will act 
as marines, and the artillery- men ſerve at the guns. By ſuch means, 
not leſs than one-third who. periſh at preſent, in conſequence of neglect 
and improper treatment, during the voyage and by expoſure to the ſun 
immediately after their landing, and before they are ſeaſoned to the cli» 
Mate, for the purpoſes of inſtruction, will be preſerved to the Eaſt India 
Company and to the nation. On a calculation, it is proved that by the 
death of every ſoldier ſent to India, a loſs of 200l. is incurred. The 
oharge attending an eſtabliſhment of four companies for the recruiting ſer- 
vice will be found not to exceed 220l. per month; ſo that conſiderations 
ö 5 af 


N 


of cxconomy, as well as * bmi aa policy, call an the adoption 

of this meaſure, Young. men of character, and of ſoher habits of life, 
will thus be induced to offer themſelves for the India ſervice, a ſituation 
wherein the private ſoldier enjoys more real comforts, and is more liberally 
paid, and more amply provided, than in any other army in the world. — 
The officers employed on the recruiting duty will be reſponſible to their 
reſpective regiments that the men enliſted are in every reſpect qualified 
for the ſervice. A knowledge of each other will produce mutual confi- 
dence and attachment between the officers and men. The European in- 
fantry will from reſpectability become the moſt honourable corps. The 
preſent reſtleſsneſs of the officers, proceeding chiefly from the little ſatiſ- 

faction and credit accruing to them, while this body of men is compoſed 
of bad materials, as at preſent, a change of ſyſtem will remove the cauſe 
of this impreſſion. The allowance made .to the officers of the native 
corps, to enable them to furniſh themſelves with camp equipage and 
carriage, has proved ſatisfactory to them, and a conſiderable ſaving to 


Government. Let the ſame allowance be made to the officers: of Eu- 


ropean regiments. The regimental ſtaff ſhould likewiſe be appointed 
invariably from the corps. In his Majeſty's army, the off-reckonings are 
the perquiſite of the commandants of regiments. The officers command- 
ing regiments in India are equally entitled to this advantage, and till of 
late enjoyed it, with ſome difference in the mode of diſtribution. As 
their rank will, in moſt ſituations, -place them in the command of ſtations, 
and their allowances will, in conſequence, be liberal, (as a compenſation 
for the additional duty and reſponſibility to which they are ſubjected) the 
two field officers'next in rank, on whom the immediate charge of the 
regiment, and the conduct of its diſcipline will fall, ſhould participate in 
this emolument, The general officers holding European regiments, who 


may proceed to Europe, or be found unfit for field ſervice, to reſign their. 
5 commands : 


[ 26 1 
commands: the former pro tempore, and on their return, to wait a va- 
cancy, the latter to have a proviſion made for them, under certain limita- 
tions. * e N 


SECTION E. 


NATIVE INFANTRY. 


ON the eſtabliſhment of native troops we mult, in a great meaſure, de. 
pend, as well for the permanency of our Aſiatic poſſeſſions, as for the 
advantages Great Britainderives from them; ſinee no W of wealth, 8 
or increaſe of territory, would compenſate for the drain of n | 5 
mother country, and the conſequent i injury to population, ns 

: tained by an army conſiſting ſolely of Europeans, expoſed, — - 
| be, to the malignant influence of the climate. It is to be hoped that no 
miſtaken apprehenſion, or jealouſy will deter us from improving the diſ- 

cipline of the Native corps, and adding to the confidence they repoſe in 

their ſtrength, while under Britiſh officers; The reſpectability which is 1 
: attached to every individual in our ſerviee, in the eyes of the people of 

India, is our beſt ſecurity for their peaceable ſubmiſſion to our Govern- 

ment. The fidelity and attachment of the Native troops are enſured by 

the ſtrongeſt tie, that of ſelf-intereſt. The private ſepoy dreads diſmiſ- 

ſion as the ſevereſt puniſhment, as the forfeiture of a comfortable ſub- 
fiſtence, and ruin to his proſpects of advancement. 'So numerous are the 

candidates for admiſſion, that in Bengal the Native battalions may, in a 

aw 4 
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very ſhort hal of time, be augmented in any degree that ſhall ber re- 
quired, Two recent regulations have, alſo, contributed to render our 
military ſervice ſtill more eſtimable in the eyes of the people of India. 
The proviſion made by act of Parliament for the regular payment of the 
army was ſatisfactory to all, but moſt eſſentially beneficial to the private 
ſoldier, who bas it not in his power to provide againſt future exigencies. 


The regulation relative to the diſcharge of ſepoys, by which they are no 


longer ſubjected to diſmiſſion at diſcretion, has alſo produced the hap. 


pieft effect, by rendering the ſituation of the private ſoldier permanent. 
while his conduct is regular and military, and thereby preſerving to each 


at claim to advancement which is due to long and meritorious ſervices. 


Nor is it ſolely in a military point of view, that the value of ſituations in 
our army is to be contemplated, as contributing to the ſafety. of our Aſi- 

aatic dominions. It is at preſent, and has long been cuſtomary, among | 
the middle claſs of farmers and landholders, as well in our own diſtricts, 

as in thoſe of the Nawab Vizier, to ſend a youth of the family to the 
Britiſh army, as a ſepoy, whoſe ſituation therein is a protection to them 

| againſt the impoſitions and extortions of the natives, employed in the 
collection of the revenue ; as he becomes a channel by which repreſenta- 
tions are made to the European officers of his corps, and by them are 

conveyed to the Company's civil ſervant, ſuperintending the province, 
bor to Government; without the intervention of thoſe whoſe intereſt it 
might be to ſuppreſs their complaints. Redreſs is thus obtained with 


* and e e in * e inſtances of op- 


7 8 : 1 preſſion 


| preſſion dccur. By ſuch collateral ties of attachment, the inte mal un- 

quillity of our territories is ſecured, during the periods that our troops are ; 
employed on foreign ſervice; The ſonis the 102. ona the father's fide. z; 
lity, and his enen erer. 5 | 


Tͤbat 1 which Fat contributes ſo eſſentially to the pro- 
tection and happineſs of our numerous Indian ſubjects, and ſecures to 
Great Britain her moſt valuable foreign poſſeſſions, ſhould be renderet 


as efficient as is poſſible, muſt be the with of every friend to his country. 
It is admitted, that the ſuperiority of the ſepoys in the Britiſh die ; 


over their countrymen in the armies of their native Princes is to be attri- 
buted ſolely to their European officers. Under theſe, their ſteadineſs in 


the veteran troops of France; yet the complement of officers.conſiſts of 
no more than one captain and eight ſubalterns, with an adjutanit, ito a 


battalion of ſix hundred and forty men. The Commanding on d 


the ſtaff being exempted from detachment, there remains, on a ſuppo- 
| fition that every one is preſent and fit for duty, but one officer to mae 


with eighty men. The manners and habits of the ſepoys being leſs re- 


pugnant to the natives of India than thoſe of the European ſoldiery, and 


their conſtitutions being more inured to the intem perance of the climate, - 


thoſe corps are more frequently called upon for detachments, and more 
employed on general line and camp duties. Indeed there are ſeveral ha- 
rafling duties, ſuch as pickets, cattle, and baggage guards, &c. &c. 


= 
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to which es are ſeldom or never galls; Their officers, be. 
| ſides thoſe duties peculiar to the native line, are alſo incident to the ſame 
rotations of duty with thoſe-of the Britiſh regiments though out- numbered 
by the latter in the proportion of three to one. In bis Majeſty's regiments 
the complement of officers under the rank of Major is to the men as one 
to nineteen. If, as has been allowed, the ſteadinefs of troops in action de- 
pends much on the preſence and example of their officers, and on the con- 
fidence repoſed in them by their men; and if the above proportion has 
been found not more than adequate in Britiſh: regiments, it will be 
ſuperfluous to urge by further argument the expediency. or juſtice of an 
increaſe of European officers:to the Native corps in India. It has before 
been obſerved, that the ſepoy battalions during the intervals of peace are 
placed in ſituations, where they muſt at all times be prepared to act on 
"emergency. They are, inoreover, ſubject to conſtant requiſitions | 
for detachments, as well on occaſions of internal commotion, as to 
protect an extenſive and open frontier againſt. predatory. incurſions.. It 
is on ſuch deſultory expeditions that the European officer is unremit- 
tingly ex poſed to the caſualties of the ſervice, and to the intemperance 
of the climate, yet in his efficiency are involved as well the ſucceſs, . as 


the preſervation of his party. Recent inſtances might be adduced. in 
proof of this aſſertion, and it cannot be too often repeated, that no pre- 
caution ſhould be neglected to avert the moſt trivial failure, which in its 
conſequenees inevitably tends to efface the. impreſſion of our ſuperiority 
from the minds of our Indian ſubjects. Such have been the invariable 


3 | ſentiments 
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Aentiments of every officer of experience who has ferved in | India * 70 
theſe we are able to add the opinion of our late relpectable Ra 


* chief expreſſed in the two general orders annexed,# an opinion which 


appears to have been ſtill more deeply impreſſed on his Lordſhip? 8 mind, 


after having on ſo many occaſions witneſſed and borne teſtimony” to the = 


eſſential and indiſpenſable ſervices of the Native troops during the arduous 


conteſt which he had, at the period the laſt order was iſſued, concluded 


with ſo much advantage to his country and glory to himſelf; yet as his 


ee le muſt ont been ſenſible, that, with the per enn of : 
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une. it is dent chat he could wick mean'to ants: the n 
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« « The n in Chief thinks i it proper to direct, that when a detachment of Native „ 
Infantry is fent out of the ſtrength of fifty men or upward, with a 2 of 8 their . 
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Arms, . I DMHED 
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« G. PRE BY THE > MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, 24th May 93... * 
= Tur n in Chief having reaſon to ſuppoſe, chat the General Orders of the 5 


« 8th-of May 1789, directing that hen a detachment of Native Infantry i is ſent out 7 
te the ſtrength of fifty men or upward, with a. probability of uſing their Aas, the charge 
ec thereof i is to be committed to an European Officer,” have been deviated from i in ſome 
inllances, he thinks it proper to order, that Subaltern Officers ſhall be ſent on Com- 
mand with all detachments of Native infantry exceeding i in number half Company 
whether ſuch detachments: be compoſed of men of different Companies or not. Com- 
manding Officers of Sepoy battalions are enjoined to pay ſtrict attention to this regulation, 


and to carry it into immediate effect, by detaching European Officers to take the Command * 
of 179915 where there happens to be detachments of the above WE without them. 5 30! 
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of his ſucceſſors the cds of adhering wk in every des poſſible, ' 
till the ſervice could be fi top Py WH the requiſite additional number of 


officers f from Europe. 


I woe! to * Native Sons the 8 pieces of ee 
8 were formerly attached to each, a great acquiſition of real 
ſtrength would be gained at an inconſiderable expenſe. The confi - 
dence repoſed by the Sepoys in their cannon was carried to a pitch bor- 


4 dering on ſuperſtition. They, became objects of even religious venera- 
tion when they had ſeen. them contributing to 


their victories, and ena- 
bling them to oppoſe with effect the attacks of. a very ſuperior. forge, 


The Laſcars attached to the guns were always choice men, ſelected with 


much care by the Commanding Officer, whoſe credit and ſucceſs de- 
pended. n much. on their ſteadineſs and ſkill, The Grenadiers voluntarily 
trained themſelves to the. management of the guns. The ſtouteſt and 
fineſt cattle were procured to draw them, and kept under the Command- 


| ing Officer's eye. It is too well known how much the want of Bul- 


locks and Gun Laſcars Was felt during the two laſt wars: yet no 
proviſion has been made on the coaſt againſt a ſimilar exigeney. 
In conſequence of chis deficiency, the movements of our armies 
have never kept pace with thoſe of the enemy, whoſe attention to 
this important article of military equipment has been aſſiduous and 
unremitting. During the late war in Myſore, every ſerviceable bul- 
lock attached: to the army in Bengal was draughted and tranſported 
18 ſea, at a great expenſe, to the coaſt, and in conſequence of this ha- 


zardous 


K * : 


Zardous, Wut ee ry. meaſure, the troops on that eſtabliſnment Wess : 

&ftated from active oppoſition in the event of an attack. Were the We 

pieces of ordnance, with their bullocks/ and Laſcars, again attached; a 

reſpectable train of artillery would be at all times in readineſs for fo- 

| reign ſervice. The Native troops would gain anincreaſe" of ſtrength 
and of confidence, which is the foundation of courage. At preſent, 3 


vrhen guns are required for ſervice within eur own provinces (whick 
occurs very frequently) the delay that attends making an application to 


the Brigade ſtation, and ſending 17 885 ts the * 8 is n f 


tive of 1 ill conſequences. 


9 4 


It has been ſugg veſted, At by folming the Native Infantry atall 0 


Preſidencies into one general army, to be employed indiſcriminately at 


he different Settlements, thoſe local attachments and connections that 
are ſuppoſed to Aeter the Sepoys from proceeding on foreign ſervice, 


might in a great degree be overcome. It is to be recollected, that by 


weakening thoſe ties, we ſhall loſe a very ſtrong pledge of ſecurity for 


their ſteadineſs and fidelity to us. An army of unconnected adven- 


turers cannot be truſted in trying fituations, and in conteſts of a doubt- 
ful iſſue. The majority of the Natives in our ſervice at preſent are 
creditably connected, and no claſs of men in the world more attached 
to their relations, not only by ties of affection, but by conſiderations of 
a religious and moral nature; the deſertion of parents or relatives, and 
leaving them to languiſh i in poverty and diſtreſs, being deemed in Hin- 
doſtan a crime of the blackeſt dye, dooming the aggreſſor to preſent 


infamy, and inevitably entailing future puniſhment. Adverting to this, 


the Government of Bengal, with equal humanity and policy, during 
the late war in the Carnatick, provided, for their Sepoys on that ſervice, 


b channel of remittance through their pubs departments, by granting 


F | 6 . bills“ i 
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| bills. on their collectors in the vicinity of the place where the Giles be 


the men had their reſidence, During the periodical rcliefs in Bengal, the 


applications made by the Native Officers and Sepoys for permiſſion to vi- 


ſit the places of their nativityare ſo numerous, as ſufficiently to evince the 
lively concern theſe men feel. for the welſare and happineſs of their rela- 


tions: every one, on theſe accaſions, carrying with kim the little purſe he 


has . been able to accumulate from his. pay: and. it is. obſerved, that where 


this permiſſion« is Nberally. granted, the corps is reſorted to.by. men of 


creditable connections, whoſe ſteadineſs and attachment to the ſervice. 
may in every, ſituation be relied on... The tenets of the Hindoo and Ma 
hommedamn religions both en joining. marriage at an early period of life, 


| eelibacy is conſidered diſgraceful. The charaQteriſtic delicacy, of eaſtern 
nations, in all that relates to their: women is- well known. The Sepoy 


leaving the females of his family a ſufficient proviſion during his ab- 


ſence, marches cheerfully, While confident that the period of his ſepara- f 


tion from them will not exceed the duration of the ſervice on which he: 
is to be employed. But were the Native of Bengal ſubject to be tranſ- 
ferred to the eſtabliſhments under the Preſidencies of Madras and Bom— 
bay, his intercourſe with his family muſt neceſſarily be interrupted. for: 


longer periods of time: the great diſtance, and the (frequently hoſtile): 


countries. that intervene, rendering the. communication hazardous and 
uncertain. 


The union, otters” of the Native Infantry under. the different Pre- 
idencies would tend to diſcourage the middle rank of people from enter- 
ing into our ſervice, and ve ſhould thereby loſe that ſecurity which we. 
now. poſſeſs for the tranquillity: of our provinces during foreign wars, 


and probably. exchange an orderly, e body of men, for a band 


of lawleſs, vagabonds, 
| * 


[31 


Another very forcible — ion ref ts ſelf'40 4 the 1 of 
forming the Native troops 2 liſhments into one army. The 
people of Bengal, and of the Narr provinces, of Hindoſtan differ 

widely from thoſe of the Malabar and Coromandel coaſts in language, 
local habits, and peculiar prejudices. The European Officer who had 
been attached during a ſeries of years to the Sepoy corps in Bengal, 
would, on his being removed to Madras or Bombay, find himſelf defi- 
cient in that knowledge, to the acquiſition of which the greateſt part of 
his life had been devoted. The interchange of officers between places 
ſo diſtant would be attended with a conſiderable increaſe of expenſe. The _ 
men, inſtead of having officers | whom, from long habits of intercourſe, 
they regard as their countrymen, would be commanded” by ſtrangers, 
with whom few of them would remain. The averſion of the Natives 
of Hindoſtan from any aſſociation with foreigners is well known; and 
it is to the confidence they repoſe in their European officers that we are. 
indebted for prevailing on them to proceed on diſtant expeditions. This 

confidence has been acquired by affording them protection and redreſs,” 
whenever their religious rites have been interrupted, or their prejudices 


treated with contempt. They find that their officers make themſelves 


acquainted with their language and peculiar habits, while from ſtran- 
gers they are liable to ſuffer as much from ignorance as they could from 
| deſign. The numerous volunteers that preſſed forward to proceed to 

the coaſt by fea during the late war, and the readineſs with which the 
Sepoys offered themſelves to embark for Sumatra, ſufficiently prove, 
that the averſion from ſea voyages is wearing away. To change the 
preſent ſyſtem with the view of overcoming this prejudice is unneceſ- 


ſary, and might prove injurions to the ſervice. 
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Enron from GENERAL ORDERS? Mee 65 EARL . CORN NWALLIS, 22d 
| January, 1 1793. SOR | 


Par. 39th. The Commander in Chief 1 the detachment (Lieutenant-Co- | 
lonel Cockerell's) on its return to the Bengal Provinces, and deſires that before the ſepa- 
ration of the corps which compoſed it, Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell will convey to 
them ſeverally his hearty approbation of their conduct, upon the ſervice on which they have 
been employed, with ſo much glory to themſelves, and ſo much benefit to the public. 
In the courſe of that ſervice, he had frequent occaſions to commend their patience un- 
der fatigues and difficulties, and their gallantry in action: and he has now only to add, 
the adherence and fidelity of the Native Officers and Soldiers, on a ſervice ſo extenſive 
in its duration, and ſo diſtant from the Preſidency to which they belong, will be a me- 
morable proof of the attachment of the Bengal Native Soldiery to the Britiſh Govern- 
ment in India, and will ever reflect the higheſt credit on the European Officers, through 
whoſe juſt and conciliatory treatment that detachment was obtained and preſerved. 


goth. To the Native Officers and Sepoys compoſing the Volunteer Battalions, and 
to the Volunteers diſperſed through the other corps of the detachment, the Commander 
in Chief deſires that his peculiar ſatisfaction may be expreſſed for the alacrity with 
which they offered themſelves to join the army, engaged im an arduous and remote 
war, by a conveyance ſo much at variance with their feelings and inclinations. It is a 
pleaſing reflection to him, that during his command of the army, a ſpirit has been ſhewn_ 
by the Native Soldiery of ſacrificing their prejudices to their duty, and of overcoming 
their natural reluQance, when the ſtate has occaſion for their ſervices :—and he truſts that 
the example which has been ſet by the Volunteers of embarking on board of ſhip, and 
the reports which they will ſpread amongſt their fellow-ſoldiers, of the great care and at- 
tention beſtowed by Government, and Officers of ſhips, to render their ſituation during the 
voyage as comfortable and commodious as poſſible, will completely remove from the 
minds of the Native Soldiers in the ſervice of the Company, that 8 to ſea voyages 
which ſo long provalled among them. . 


42d. The conduct of E Colonel Cockerell in the field, of Major Ruſſell, 
and other Staff-Officers of the detachment, and of the Commanding Officers of corps, 
was on different occaſions noticed, and in terms of ſtrong approbation, in the General 
Qrders of the Army; and the Commander in Chief has great pleaſure in now declaring, 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell, in the general command of the detachment, has ma- 
nifeſted ſo unremitting an attention to the care of the men under his charge, and to the 
important object of ceconomy in public expenſes, as to entitle him to the fulleſt ap- 
probation and thanks of Government; whilſt the accounts received from every quarter 


of the orderly behaviour of the Troops OG their march to and from Madras, as well | 


* 35 5 1 
in our countries, as in thoſe of our Friends and Allies, are unqueſtionable 8 of diſci- 
n and regularity, which have been maintained i in the detachment. 


43d. Notwithſtanding the reluctance the Commander in Chief muſt always feel in 

diſpenſing with the ſtanding regulations of the ſervice, yet, in the belief that many of 

the European Officers of the detachment, after ſo long an abſence ſrom the Preſidency, 
muſt have private buſineſs to tranſact in Calcutta, and that it will be extremely ſatis- 
fying to the Natives, after a ſeparation of ſo many years from their families, to be al- 
lowed to viſit and remain ſome time with them, he has been induced on thoſe accounts, 
as well as on conſideration that their meritorious ſervices have a claim to more than 
ordinary indulgencies, to recommend to Government, and has obtained their ſanction, 
to grant leave of abſence, without the forfeiture of their batta, in the following man- 


ner: 


44th. The European Officers belonging to the Battalions which do not come to 
the Preſidency, are permitted, to the extent of half in each Battalion, to be abſent at 
one time, for the periods hereafter fixed; and after their return, the other half to be al. 
lowed the ſame indulgence. Wh. 


45th- Officers belonging to Berhampore, 3 8 | 
Danapore, 4 ditto. 
Chunar, -43 ditto. 
Cawnpore, 5 ditto, 
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RANK OF OFFICERS. 3 

„WI further We chat a rank more adequate to the Satte 154 
s reſponſibility of your military ſervants be conferred ; ſince, till chat 
be obtained, the apparent equality between his Majeſty's and the 
Company's officers is, and will continue, illufive and nugatory. e 5 

| 1 0 1 | | ai bas named 10 SONG: 

It is preſumed that no doubt will be entertained of the expediency of 
granting rank to thoſe officers in the India ſervice, who by ſeniority hold 
ſituations to which extenſive authority and conſequent reſponſibility are 
annexed, During the infancy of our India ſettlements, while the ad- 
vantages they yielded were derived ſolely from the profits of the trade, 
in the ſmall military eſtabliſhments which neceſſity obliged the Com- 
. pany to maintain, a reduced ſcale of rank was with propriety adopted; 
while the celerity of promotion, and the advantages annexed to the ſu- 
perior gradations, proved a recompenſe for this inferiority. A total 
revolution has fince taken place in their ſituation, while the _ 
contracted principle of their military ſyſtem remains unchanged. 
ſtead of merchants holding, by a precarious tenure, a few acres of 2 - 
ſoil, we behold them ſovereigns of an extenſive territory, rich, popu- 
lous, and fertile, enjoying the higheſt conſideration for their wealth, 
* and reſources, and exerciſing the influence theſe give them 
X | over 
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over the ſurrounding nations. Their military officers, from protecting 


a petty factory, are become the leaders of numerous and confederated 


armies, and are entruſtad with the conduct of important political tranſ- 
actions. It muſt be expected that men in every ſituation will find their 
juſt level. The preſent age is that of ratiocination, I am entruſted 
with a charge comprizing various and important concerns, and ſubject, 
_ conſequently, to proportionate reſponſibility. Similar ſtations, in all 
other ſervices, are dignified by adequate rank and diſtinction ;, my claim, 
therefore, to theſe is juſt and equitable. Judging from paſt events, it 
appears, that where claims are accurately defined, and rights clearly un- 
derſtood, true wiſdom i is ſhewn in acceding with chearfulneſs to the 
firſt Propaſitions, which are uſually made with deliberation, and conſo- 
nant. to £quity. To deny or to procraſtinate is only to lay the founda- 
tion of diſcontent and diſaffection, to produce irritation and heat, which 
ſeldom fail to carry men beyond their firſt views and deſigns. To with- 
bold that which, i is due till the demand be made, may be done without 
poſitive injuſtice 1 but he who i is refuſed that to which he has an unde» 
niable title, will not always be ſatisfied with mere juſtice, he will expect 
reparation, - The ſenior officers of the Indian army are, by their length 
of ſervice, entitled to the higheſt denominations. of rank known to the 
Britiſh Military Eſtabliſhment. They are entitled to the. rank annexed: 
to ſimilar ſituations in bis Majeſty's army: while the importance of 
: their ations, the. extenſive authority with which they are inveſted, and 
| the conſequent reſponſibility annexed, render it expedient; to animate 


their exertions, and to reward their ſervices with honourable diſtinc- 
tions. = 


A 7 


1 Wich a view to =o theſe their juſt claims to Joon 3 nd 
Firoyroſiances, it is ſuggeſted to "| the ſix Colonels of infantry - 
on 


1 

vids Benga? eſtabklhment to che rank of Genera oOmcers. The 
to ſeniors to be put on ow Staff, and to act as Reviewing Generals. 
mand four e each of ten 
8 pen u Es em 


Native male to be fert inte twelve bri gades, each 

to eonſiſt of three! battalions, a body of men ſufficiently numerous to 
fl the eye, and occupy the attention, whether engaged in action, or 
performing their evelütions in the choc of inftrüction. The officer 
commanding each brigade to have his due rank of brigadier, to move 
on alt” gccafions with the corps he commands, and to eſtabliſh his 
Head. Quarters i in the ſituation moſt centrical to its poſition · This ar- 

rangement appears leſs liable to objection than that of poſting briga- 
diers to Native Regiments of two, three, or four battalions; their pro- 
per deſignation being that of -officers of inſpection and controul, which, 

: Þ as they be appointed to command regiments, would inveſt, in the 
ame perſon, * which, to erte the: End ae THodkt: be 


x te 2 ' : c : * . 
x 4 4 1 1 
epara d. * * > 4 * 2-5 1 — * 
( a e 1 þ * 
4 EN 4 » Ab. + i < 4 + + 5-&T £4 432 
1 ? * \ * 7 - 6 1 * 


* # = 1 


; 5 6 
k 1 £ 


— te = RIO —— —— w „ —— — — eo <A : 


"The — for Luperior rank being conferred on the officers com- 1 

| manding Native Battalions i is founded on the following conſi derations: DEE. 

1ſt,, That at preſent the officer holding this command bas no higher rank 

than that which is annexed: to the command of a Company in his Ma- 

jeſty' s army, and conſequently, in the courſe of ſervice, may. be. com- 

manded by the letter, by which the TEPENGE authority is inveſted in 

bim whoſe charge is inferior. ad, That in his Majeſty s army there are 

two Field Officers effective on the ſtrength of each Regiment, in order 

to obviate tlie chance of its falling to the command of a junior officer, | 

We experience has not qualified him for a charge of that magnitude. 

wee ax | | 3d, That 


1 
3d, That the command of a Native Battalion is not attained in leſs than 
twenty-five years ſervice, whereas at the period that reduced rank was 
annexed to the command, it was uſually attained, in a moderate term of 
years. In conſequence of the augmentation « of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany s forces, and conſequent increaſe of officers, who all riſe in ro- 8 
ration, the courſe of promotion has been retarded in ſo great a degree, 
that it bears no proportion to the riſe in his Majeſty's army, and ſub- 
jets the officers in command of Native Battalions to frequent ſuperſeſ- 
| fon from their ne It is to be recollected chat n is no — 


' 0 
2 N. B. In x rt evince the accuracy of the 8 ds by the officersof the 
Bengal Army in their Petition to his Majeſty, and. Addreſs to the Court of Directors, 
the following table is annexet, ſpecifying the intervals at which the 4021 Hi ESR | 
of rank ens at ee e time in the laſt thirty years. IF 
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| Names and preſent Rank. Tous 


? 1 1 17 8 1781 4 : 
Lient, Col. W . Duncan F 27907 I f 17 7 | 1778-9 N 1785 1 1793 1 41 2. 
Captain R. Grueber 17 69 JJC) 
Captain W B. Davis 3 1778 1793 ; enn 
Lieut. T. . | 4 1 ; 


1794 


| "Wii this e it | appears, ns Captain 8 the 3 Junior Captain in _ Ben- 
gal Army appointed to the command of a Native Battalion, had ſerved upwards of 
4wenty-five years in India, when he attained that command, which he can only continue 
10 hold with the rank of Captain. In the year 1776, Captain (then Lieutenant) 
Grueber ſtood 212 from the command of a Battalion, In the ſame year Captain (then 
Enſign) W. B. Davis ſtood 364. On a calculation it appears that Captain Davis-will 
not arrive at the command of a Battalion ia leſs than twenty-nine years from his enter- 
ing the ſervice. The junior Lieutenant in the Bengal army, Lieutenant T. Ramſay, 
has been in the ſervice ten years, and had on the 1ſt of January, 1794, 475 — cn 5 
between him and the junior Captain commanding a Battalion. Taking the refult of 
| the above calculations as a guide, Lieutenant Ramſay muſt remain! in the army thirty- 
eight yearn longer before he c can attain by nie Ms command d of e « Native 22 


1 
between the relative duties of commandants of regiments in his Ma- 
jeſty's, and in the Eaſt India Company's armies. In the former, the 
command of a regiment is conferred as an honourable and lucrative re- 
ward for ſervices, and is ſo far a ſinecure, that the General Officer hold- 
ing it is, by uſage, ſeldom preſent with his regiment in quarters, and ill 
lefs frequently in the field: nor does he, when with it, aſſume the com- 
mand, having uſually a ſuperior one in the line. But the commandant 
of a battalion is never ſeparated from his corps, and is, during a great 
part of the time he holds the command, detached in ſituations where 
he is independent of any ſuperior military authority on the ſpot, and 
where his conduct muſt be guided by his own diſcretion. The ſtation 
he falls, therefore, may be ſaid to comprize as well the functions of a 
General Officer, as s thoſe of an der! in the e charge 12 a re- 
1 | 


With reſpeR to the effect, which conſiderable promotions in the Na- 
tive Corps may have, as well as on the King's troops in India, as on 
thoſe officers who may remain in the Company's European corps, after 
their transfer to his Majeſty's ſervice, it is to be conſidered, that the offi- 
cers attached to the Native Infantry will fill continue to riſe by ſeni- 
_ ority in rotation: their courſe of promotion, therefore, muſt conſequently | 
be flower than that of officers in the King's European army. As the 
acceſſion of rank claimed by the Eaft India Company's officers is 
inferior to that which his Majeſty” s in fimilar ſtations enjoy, and ſill 
more ſo, when their reſpective length of ſervice is compared, the pro- | 
5 greſs of promotion will, notwithſtanding, continue conſiderabiy more 
accelerated in his Majeſty's army, than in the Eaſt India Company's. 
With regard to thoſe officers who may remain in the Company's Euro- 
pean troops, after their transfer to the King's ſervice, as the ſeniors of 

| | E g each 


6 J 


each denomination will have the 8 2 remaining in the Native 

Corps, or of being transferred with the European, the gradations of 

rank which may hereafter be gained or loſt, cannot WT; give ee 
to either. 


Ĩt has already been obſerved, that the command of a Sepoy Battalion 
: was formerly attained in a much leſs protracted courſe of - ſervice than 
at preſent : nor was it then (as to the far greater number it muſt now 
be) the ultimate. eligible ſituation which the ſervice afforded. Yet 
at preſent no advantage or ſource of emolument (a partial ſhare 
of the ſurplus of off-reckonings excepted) is allowed to the officer 
: holding this command, though, previous to attaining, it half a life and 
| upwards muſt be paſſed in India in a ſubaltern ſtation. To the ſitua- 
tion of commandant of a Native Battalion, ſhould be annexed thoſe ad- 
vantages, which are cuſtomary in other armies, to which they are well. 
entitled from their length of ſervice, in an- uncongenial climate, at the 
expenſe of the moſt valuable enjoyments of life. Let, therefore, the 
allowances be made adequate to the ſituation, to the: period: of time 
. paſſed in the ſervice before it is attained, and to the importance of the 
charge. With the pay, &c. of a Field Officer, let him enjoy the off. 
reckonings of the corps as in the Britiſh army, and ſuch an allowance 
as may enable him to provide a competency for old age, and to retire 
from the ſervice, before he becomes an uſeleſs and expenſive incum- 
brance to it, Let the Officers in command of Companies, with the rank 
and pay of Captains, exerciſe. the authority and perform the duties of 
that rank, with the ſame reſponſibility, as officers in ſimilar ſituations in 
European regiments, . Till this be done, regulations and checks 2008. 
| prove vain, Laws to be "pieced muſt be nb, 


Ta 7: 


N. B. By the 558 0 acceſſion of rank, the rank of Major Ge- 
neral will be confined to officers of thirty-two years ſtanding. The ju- 
nior Colonel will be of twenty-eight years ſtanding in the ſervice. The 
junior Lieutenant Colonel of twenty-ſix years. The junior Major of 
5 twenty-three years. The ſenior Captains of the ſame, and the juniors, 
of not leſs than fourteen. The ſenior Lieutenants of the ſame. 
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SECTION . 
SUCCESSION OF OFFICERS. 


Ir it be expected that the European officers, attached to the Native 

troops, ſhould continue as at preſent, conſtantly preſent with their corps, 

and aſſiduous in the performance of their reſpective duties, all promo— 
tions muſt be made, as hitherto, by ſeniority in rotation. This regu= 
lation once laid aſide, the door is opened to every ſpecies of intrigue - 
and circumvention ; while perpetual reſort to the Capital and to Europe 
(where preferment will with much more facility be attained than by a 
meritorious diſcharge of profeſſional duties) muſt neceſſarily prove pre- 
Judicial to the public ſervice. In no army in the world, is there a larger 
proportion of officers preſent with their regiments, than in that of the 
Eaſt India Company. Nor is it to be overlooked, that by paſling 
through the ſeveral gradations of rank, men neceſſarily gain a practical 
knowledge of their profeſſion ; while the regular riſe to fituations of 

diſtinction and emolument, by precluding the motives for ſolicitation 
and attendance on men in power, leaves the mind diſengaged from ſelf- 
intereſted views, and undiſturbed in its attention Mf profeſſional duties. 
Moreover the effect, which this certainty will produce on the minds of 
thoſe, who are thrown into ſituations, wherein much muſt be left to their 
diſcretion and integrity, is ſufficiently evident; nor is it to be expected, 
M „ 0 that 


that he, whoſe advantages are caſual, and uncertain, and to whom the 
occaſion may never again recur, will, in general, act with that degree of 
moderation and forbearance, which are uſually ſeen i in one, whoſe 85 55 

pects of * are well founded. ; 


ET he opportunities afforded of advancing merit, and | diſtinguiſhing: 
genius, may be urged in ſupport of the contrary ſyſtem. But, except. 
in a few ſolitary inſtances, what has merit been but a plea to for- 
ward the fortunes of thoſe, whom inclination prompts to ſerve? nor 
will the moſt ſcrupulous adherence to the rule of advancement by ſez 


©  niority, preclude occaſions of affording ſcope for ſuperior talents, and 


beſtowing on deſert its due reward. Reaſons, not leſs forcible, are to be 
urged againſt granting permiſſion to diſpoſe of commiſſions in the Na- 
tive troops for money; a practice which, by unhinging and unſettling 
every man's mind and proſpects in life, in conſequence of the perpe- 
tual fluctuation around him, will render him diſcontented with his ſitua- 
tion, and generate a propenſity to change, and a reſtleſsneſs, that muſt 
prove highly detrimental to the public welfare. By ſuch a practice, 
and the conſequent frequent interchanges and removals, that mutual 
confidence, which ſubſiſts between the Sepoys and their European 
officers, and which is the ſoul and ſtrength of the corps, will be loſt 

the men, alarmed and diſguſted by the intruſion: of ſtrangers, will no 
e conſider the ſervice an eligible and deſirable ſituation. 


The principal argument to be adduced againſt invariable 6 
by ſeniority, is, that in numerous armies, the ſucceſſion of the officers. 
to the ſuperior gradations of rank, is ſo much retarded, as to be pra- 
- wrated beyond the duration of that period of life, wherein the body and. 
oe poſſeſs vigout for the. complete exerciſe of their functions; the. 


bigher 


1 


higher ranks not being attained, till the confiitution is impaired, at 
the frame unequal to the fatigues and hardſhips of active ſervice. To 
obviate this inconvenience, every ſtate has found it expedient to make 
a proviſion for the veteran in the wane of life. Let ſuch be provided 
for worn: out officers of the Indian army, ſuſfieient to enable each to 
ſupport, with credit, in his native country, the rank in life which he 
may have attained.. Let the conditions, under which it may be accepted, 
be liberal, inſtead of being loaded with ſuch as render the preſent fund 
no relief, the allowance being * to the ſupply of the moſt mo 


derate wants. 


We do not heſitate, therefore, to recommend the continuance of pro- 
motion by ſeniority in rotation, rather than by purchaſe or ſelection, as 


well in the ſucceſſion to rank, as to the command of corps and ſtations, 


as the beſt ſecurity for the preſervation of that ſubordination and regu- 
larity, on which the permanency of the Britiſh ſovereignty in India, in 
ſo great a degree depends. Let it be ever preſent to the minds of thoſe, 

who may be entruſted with the arrangement of our ſyſtem of govern- 
ment in Aſia, that opinion is the baſis on which the fabric reſts. 
From a change in the preſent mode of advancement by ſeniority, for 
that by favour or purchaſe—jealouſy, diſſenſion, and diſguſt would 
be diſſeminated amongſt the European officers. T he Natives of India, 
though ſubmiſſive and obedient to the ſteady hand of authority, are by 
nature inclined to levity, and conſtitutionally intriguing and fond of 
change. The ſeeds of contention and of circumvention once fawn,, 


would quickly ſpread through the whole corps. 


By military men, ſuperſeſſion is not merely felt as an injury, but as 
2 reflection on their profeſſional character, and is, therefore indelible. 
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SECTION. Im 


* 


of the TRANSFER of the Exer InDIA Conran" 5 An vr to His 
n Service. — * 
To ue elne add by d ole of the Bengal army f 
the hardſhips under which they labour, and their deſpondent ſituation, 
it may be objected, that in ſuch circumſtances it appears extraordinary, 
that his Majeſty's gracious offer of admiſſion into his ſervice was in ſo 
few inſtances accepted. In order to obviate miſconception, the princi- 
pal cauſes, which operated to er: their hr ah of that err | 
are here detailed. | ER, 


In the firſt place, the terms on which the Eaſt India Company's Of- 
ficers would be transferred to the King's army were not explicitly made 
known. The only condition they were acquainted with was that which 
to the Company's Officers appeared not only injurious, but degrading 
and inſulting; viz. that though their army rank in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice (which had been reſtricted from preceding the 15th of June, 1783) 
ſhould be ſenior to that of his Majeſty's Officers in the four regiments; . © 
yet that their regimental rank ſhould be junior to that of all the King's 
Officers of the ſame denominations. It will be faid, that this is an 
invariable rule in his Majeſty*s army. To which it may be. replied, that. | 
had the Royal Regiments been old corps, or had the Company's Of. 
ficers been in a ſituation, to have made their election, at the time when the 
| N: _ 


a 


ins 
King's Officers were appointed, and had neglected the occaſion, the con- 


dition would have been equitable and merited; but they being in India, 
and thoſe corps raiſed in Europe, they could not accept a ſituation, the 
offer of which had not yet been made to > them, and thus ſuffered by a | 
* impoſſibility. En, 


_ Secondly, From ſuch unpropitious appearances doubts aroſe, whe- 
ther the Company's Officers, who accepted commiſſions in one of the 
four regiments, deſtined to be permanently ſtationed in India, would 
enjoy the privilege of purchaſing, or exchanging with officers, of the re- 
giments on the Britiſh eſtabliſhment, in Europe: and it was reported, 
that, on an inquiry being made at headquarters the reply Gen was in 
. he. | ths No © 


Thirdly, The 8 's Officers SH * Majeſty” 8 army, * . 
che diſadvantage of being ſubject to pay the full price of the next com- 

miſſion they might have an opportunity of purchaſing, without being 
permitted to diſpoſe of that which they had received. Few, therefore, | 
found themſelves in a ſituation to encourage their hopes of advancement, 
by the removal; and the greater number adhered to the army, in which ] 
their beſt years bad been paſſed, in preference to one in which they 
were unknown, and * conſequently could not look for promotion from 
favour, or the occaſion of ſpeedily gaining rank by meritorious ſer- 
vices. f 


3%. 86. 


4 That the apprehenſions entertained were not irrational, has fince ap- 50 


- peared in the only inſtance where a reference has been made; when it 


was decided, by the authority of the Miniſter at War, that the army 


rank of the Company s Officers who, coped, commiſſions in his Ma- 
_ Jeſty's 
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jeſty? 8 ſervice was confined to 5 India = ad that o on their rev to 


| ; Europe, it ſhould be dated only from the period of their accepting his : 


Majeſty's commiſſions, inſtead of the period at which it was fixed by 
his Majeſty's Miniſters, in concert with a Committee. of the Eaſt India 
Company's Officers, in the year 1788, to which the ſanction of the 


Royal word was given. 


The Britiſh Government will, in its wildom, N on the pro- 
priety of transferring the army in India to his Majeſty's ſervice; nor 
have the Officers preſumed to deliver their ſentiments on a meaſure in- 
volving conſiderations of political expediency; but as the mode in 
which the transfer ſhall be effected, and the principles on which the 


cConſequent arrangements ſhall be made, will be deciſive of their future 


welfare and character in life, they cannot be deemed preſumptuous in 
declaring their preſent ſituation, and the reſult of the expected change. 


The length of ſervice of the ſenior Officers of the Bengal army, and 
the extreme tardineſs of promotion, have been clearly and accurately 
ſtated in their Petition to his Majeſty, and Addreſs to the Court of Di- 
rectors. Theſe ſtatements have been ſubſtantiated by arithmetical calcula- 
tions in the foregoing pages. On the reſult of thoſe calculations, they truſt 
they may urge the expediency of conferring on them rank more ade- 
quate to their length of ſervice, and to their reſpective military ſtations ; | 
a meaſure indi penſable to the efficiency of the Officers on the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and conſequently to the maintenance of the national poſſeſſions i in 
India. It only remains to diſplay the ruinous conſequences of a transfer | 
of the Company? s corps of European, or Native Infantry, to the King's 5 
ſervice, previous to the organization of them with che en Ws 55 
ol the Brigdh Military Eſtabliſhment. | par 
| 4. ; 7 . Com- 
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ComanarivE STATEMENT of the RELATIVE PROPORTIONS of the 
ſeveral Raxxs in his MajesTy's Regiments of Infantry in India | 
232d ors EAST ara Co⁰αðα 8 CE of Infantry. 


"7 1 of different ranks in his Majeſty's. regiments in India, in- 
cluding the recruiting company : EL * 
Subalterns, No. 3# to t Captain. 
Captains, | 3 to: 1 Field Officer. 
Subalterns, * 101 to t Field Officer. 
| Tow of ſubordinate 2 882 137 to. 1 Field Officer. 


Froportion of the different ranks in the ug Infantry on the pre- 


ſent eſtabliſhment : 
Subalterns, = No. 51 to rx cb 
- "Captains, 331 to. 1 Field Officer. 
Subalterns, * 18 to' 1 Field Officer. 


= 3 T otal of fubordinates. 8 4 to 1 Field Officer. 


Reſult of the transfer of the W e Infantry on its preſent elta 
bliſhment to the corps of Native Infantry after the ſeparation :. 


Subalterns, = No. 91 1 Captain. 
r 3 to 1 Field Officer. 
Subalterns, 28 to 1 Field Officer. 


Total of ee th * W's Field Officer. 


Deſtroying t the A of ſubaltern promotion to the rank of Captain i in 


.* the proportion of 44 to 1, and to the rank of Field Officer i in the pro- 
++ A of 13 to 1. 


1 


nF 5 41 1 
Codnſonant, therefore, to the principles of juſtice, and to conſidera 
tions of prudential policy, no transfer of the whole, or any part, of the 
Faſt India Company's forces to his Maſeſty s ſervice can be effected, 
Previous to the equalization of the two corps, in regard to the numbers, 
and rank of their Officers. The Officers of his Majeſty's army, after = 
the equalization, to have a fair proportion of all promotions reſulting 
from the union, on the ground of the relative number of the King's Of. 
ficers to be permanently ſtationed in India, to all the Officers of the 
| Company's three Preſidencies, who ſhall be transferred. The only 
85 object to which the Officer in the Eaſt India Company's army can 
| Wok with any degree of certainty, as a compenſation for a long ſepa- 
ration from his country, and from thoſe connexions which give life its 
value, and as a proviſion for old age, is the acquiſition of advantages 
annexed to the ſenior ſtations in the ſervice. But in the event of a tranſ- 
＋ fer, that certainſy is loſt, by the introduction of his Majeſty's general 
and field officers, who will enjoy a ſhare, (and from being more nu- 


merous) the greater part of the ſuperior commands. The Officer in 
India will thus facrifice the object, to the acquiſition of which his life 
has been devoted, and to which, by the conditions on which he en- 
' tered the Eaſt India Company's ſervice, he has an undoubted title. On 
the ſolid principles of fair and equal juſtice, therefore, he claims; on 
# 


being transferred to the King's ſervice, that gradation of rank to which 
| He finds himſelf entitled on modelling the Eaſt India Company's army 
by the ſame ſcale which regulates the King's; viz. Colonets commands + 
ing ſtations, that of General. Officer—Lieutenant Colonels" command- 
ing brigades, that of Major General—Captains commanding regiments, 
that of Colonel and Lieutenants commanding companies, that of Cap- 
tain. The Officers, who ſhall be transferred, to have the ſame privileges 
and immunities as are enjoyed by Officers, originally in his Majefty*s army, 
Rog |; 0 | - and | 


mm 


1.6 1 


ah to enjoy theſe, as well in Europe, as in Aſia. The length of ſervice 
.of the Eaſt India Company's Officers, and the conſideration, that this 
ſervice has been performed in India, confer a fair claim to the firſt. pro- 


motions reſulting from a transfer to his Majeſty? $ army, on their part 


. unſolicited. - The limitaticn voluntarily propoſed by the Eaſt India 
Company's Officers, requiring a ſervice of fifteen years and upwards, 
as a qualification for the rank of F ield Officer, and of twelve years for | 


that of Captain, muſt effeQually prevent their acquiring any undue a0- 
eeſſion of rank, over the Officers of his Majeſty" $ Fegg 5 


as the event i a transfer X the whats of the Company” $ forces, En- 

ropean. and Natiye, to his Majeſty" $ ſervice, the Indian eſtabliſhment : 
to be totally ſeparated from the Britiſh, and the vacancies, for Officers 
in the former, to be ſupplied. by. Cadets from Europe, of a limited age. | 
; Adverting to the mode i in which the different gradatipns 0 of rank. are at- 
.. tained in the King's army. and the conſequent frequent removals, and 
tual fluctuation of Officers between India and Europe, it is is an in- 
--conteſtable truth, that no interchange between Officers of the Britiſh and 
Indian armies can take place, without deſtruction to the eſtabliſhment 
of Native Infantry: a corps whoſe value and efficiency depend on the 


mutual knowledge, and confidence repoſed by t. the men in their Euro- 


1 


£5 


pean Officers, whom, from long habits of intercourſe, they regard as 
... naturalized to their country, and whoſe conciliatory treatment, and good 
faith towards them, have achieved a conqueſt over che rooted preju- 
dices of a people, diſtinguiſhed, above all others, for a tenacious adhe- 
rence to the cuſtoms of their forefathers, and for an averſion from the 


| intercourſe of ſtrangers, and an abhorrence of every { pecies of 1 innovation 


ho can only be rendered efficient as a corps, by making their pecu- 


ar tenets, their partialities and antipathies, the inſtruments of its me- 
G23 303: a TW {2 
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. . 
chaniſm; which, to be brought into operation, mult be clearly under 
ſtood, and touched with a cautious hand ; ſince an error, whether pro- 
ceeding from ignorance or deſign, would deprive the ſtate of the indif- 
penſable ſervices of a people, whoſe acute feelings and capricious temper 
require a rule uniformly ſteady, but trtupared with mildneſs, _ mol- 
 Iified ay liberal toleration. 


The transfer of the Eaſt India Company's Armies to the King's ſeryice, 
and the conſequent introduction of his Majeſty's Officers, will prove 


moſt prejudical to the former, by excluding them from thoſe honour. 
able ſituations, which, at the period they devoted their ſervices to the 


Eaſt India Company, were the fair and avowed objects of their expec- 


tation, as a reward for a long and faithful diſcharge of their duty, 
And, however ready they may be to ſacrifice private advantage to public 
expediency, yet they could not ſubmit to a degradation, which they 


truſt would be as unmerited, as it would be intolerable, 'to men of ho- 


nourable minds, and devoted to a . wands firſt principle is the 


maintenance of character. 5X2] 3 
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SECTION K. 


OF FURLOUGH. 


'Th IS application is ſo ſtrongly ſupported by every conſideration of 
good policy and humanity, that, like a ſelf-evident propoſition, it muſt 
be obſcured by argument. Yet it will excite ſurprize to know, that 
the privilege of reviſiting their native country is ſtill to be ſolicited as 
an indulgence by the officers of the Eaſt India Company's e > 


| Young men delights for the India ſervice uſually embark for that 
country, at an early period of life, before the habit i is fixed, and while 
the conſtitution readily adapts itſelf to the temperature of the climate. 
This practice is, doubtleſs, judicious; but let it not be overlooked that 
this pliancy of the habit implies weakneſs, and that the conſtitution is 
frequently impaired, before that period of life when the human frame 
acquires the vigour of manhood. Thus many who have received a 
ſhock on their firſt arrival in Aſia, linger on a life of long diſeaſe, mi- 
ſerable, and uſeleſs to their country. The hope of renovation is vain, 
for the northern regions of India are ſhut againſt Europeans. Even 
thoſe who eſcape a violent attack, and whoſe vigour of body with - 
ſtands, for a time, the enervating influence of a tropical climate, be- 


come, after a ſeries of years and unavoidable expoſure, in a certain 
degree, enfeebled. Every conſideration, therefore, urges the expedi- 
P . ency 


1 1 


ency of” 8 to men, whoſe. profeſſional docks require a more: 
than common ſhare of bodily vigour, the means of renovating that: 


health, without which their talents, are. uſcleſs.. 


| # 


* 


Let us, for a moment, anticipate. the confequences. that muſt naturally 
reſult from the ſyſtem. at preſent purſued, of obliging the officers in 
India to refign the Company's ſervice, and ſacrifice their. only provi- 
ſion, whenever ill health, or the urgency. of their private affairs, render: 
it expedient they ſhould reviſit Europe. It is a natural. conſequence- 
that men, thus cut. off for ever from their neareſt connections, and: 
condemned to perpetual exile, thould not only loſe all warmth of. 
attachment to their native country, but reſentment is generated againſt. 
the Parent State, which ſhuts her. gates againſt thoſe who have devoted. 
their beſt years to her ſervice. This alienation. of the affections may, 
for a time, . induce inertneſs and apathy, but the human mind, ever 
active in its ſearch of happineſs, is conſtantly intent on the occaſion 
that may preſent itſelf of meliorating a ſituation, from which there is 
no retreat. The preſent condition of the Eaſt India officers muſt be 
improved by any. change. The golden ſituations of moſt of their. 
eountrymen in the civil line are ever. before the, eyes, nor is it poſſible 
to forbear contraſting them with their own, and recalling to mind the - 
period at which they. both commenced, on equal terms, the career of 
life, Let an object be. likewiſe preſented to the military man, of ſuf- 
ficient magnitude. to fix his attention, and cheriſh hope; that his imagi- 
nation may no longer indulge. itſelf in ſcenes, of ideal elevation, and 
dwell. on the facility with which every gratification, that wealth or. 
power can ſupply, might be obtained. We have ſeen dependencies, . 
which, compared with our Indian poſſeſſions, were ſituated within 
* gralp, of anbot, , fixſt alienated, and then loſt for ever. Here 


Ss 4s the 4 


the moſt timid could not heſitate. The attachment of the Britiſh offi- 
cers to their native country is the tie by which alone her Aſiatie domi- 
nions can be retained. To reſtore this attachment, it is requiſite that 
| a moderate competency be placed within the reach of eyery man, be- 
fore the power of enjoying it is gone. Let it be ſecured to the ve- 
teran in his native country. The courſe of promotion will again move 
on. We ſhall no longer behold, in fituations requiring energy and 
exertion, men debilitated by age and infirmities : while the vigorous and 
active are doomed to drag out life in ſubaltern ſtations. As a tempo- 
rary relief to thoſe, whom ill health or private conſiderations may call 


" Europe, let the furlough of three years be renewed. Excluſive of 


the conſideration that health will be reſtored, new ties of affection 
will be formed, and hope kept alive in every breaſt. The number per- 
mitted to be abſent at one time ſhould be at the diſcretion of the Comman- 
der in Chief, according to the exigencies of the ſervice. Theſe ſhould al! 
receive their actual pay, and have their paſſage provided at a moderate 
charge, or the regulation would prove uſeleſs. The extra allowances in 
India, though apparently large, are found not more than adequate to ne- 
ceſſary expenditure, while in a ſubaltern ſituation, within our own pro- 
vinces and, during the two laſt wars, proved unequal to the unavoid- 
able expenſes incurred by every officer of the inferior ranks. , 


SECTION: N 


OF DOUBLE -BATTA 


Thar the Double Batta, ' occaſionally received by a part of the arm 
under the Bengal Preſidency, while on foreign ſervice, ſhould have ex- 
cited jealouſy, and frequently become a theme for animadverſion, does 

not create aſtoniſhment. Partial diſtinctions, however trifling and in- 
conſiderable, will always .be contemplated with an invidious eye; nor 
can it be expected that the inquiry into the conſiderations for which 
they were originally granted will, in general, be made at all, or, if 
made, that the inveſtigation will be purſued with that degree of tem- 
per, which 1s eſſential to an impartial and diſintereſted deciſion on their 
reaſonableneſ; s and equity. There are caſes, where we x prove, but 


Will never convince. 


Should it -ever become a ſubject of contemplation with the Eaſt In- 
dia Company, to withhold that allowance from their officers, while on 
foreign ſervice, it is truſted that, previous to their adopting a meaſure 
which, in its conſequences, may convulſe their empire in Aſia, they 
will conſult the records of that period, when it was withdrawn from 


the Bengal army, while ſerving within our own provinces, - and fairly 
4 : examine 


Ter 


examine the effect, by ſtating the profit and loſs that has voy the reſult 
of the meaſure. Before that reduction, neither quarters, or houſe- 
rent, in lieu of them; neither gratuity, boat and tent allowance, ſweepers, 
water- carriers, nor any other contingency whatever, was admitted, or 
even demanded. The Double Batta ſtood in lieu of every allowance; 
nor were there then required a military Auditor General and Deputy, 
beſides Pay- maſters, Deputy Pay-maſters, and Accountants, each with 
a numerous and expenſive eſtabliſhment, and with a large contin- 
gent allowance for office charges, amounting, in the aggregate, to a 
ſum that would have provided a fund in perpetuity, adequate to the 
batta of twice the number of officers now on the eſtabliſhment. Such. 
has been the produce of a retrenchment that was made at the riſk of 
loſing our Afiatic dominions, and which, but for a nice ſenſe of ho- 
nour in the men who were deprived of it, would. have left our pro- 
vinces not only defenceleſs, and at the mercy of every invader, but 
would have expoſed our richeſt and moſt populous cities to the ra- 
vages of an unbridled ſoldiery.“ 


The only part of the Bengal army that receives this allowance, at 
preſent, is the detachment ſtationed in the Vizier's provinces, where 
neither quarters nor houſe-rent are allowed, where the climate is ſo in- 
temperate as to require an habitation not merely adapted to afford ſhel- 
ter, but conſtructed at a conſiderable extra charge, in order to guard 
Ye the extreme ee of the weather. As a proof of this, a 


The officers failed of ſucceſs, by a confcientious Liſcturgeo of their protest duty, 
in not admitting the private ſoldiers to a knowledge, or participation of the meaſures they 
had taken to ſecure the batta, though ſolicited by the latter to accept of their ſupport, as 
ſoon as it was known that Government had reſolved to perſiſt in enforcing their reſolu- 
tion to deprive them of that allowance; and by continuing to ſerve (though without ace 
- cepting pay) till officers could be procured to ſupply their places. 
conſiderable 


163 


confiderable expence is annually incurred by Government, on account, 
of the private ſoldiers, for the ſame purpoſes ; which has,“ in ſome 
degree, checked the mortality that formerly prevailed at the field ſfa- 
tion. A further conſideration for making this extra allowance is the 
great- additional expence incurred in the purchaſe of every Europe 
article, in conſequence of the increaſed price, accruing from the riſk 
and charge of a water carriage of 1500 miles (that being the dif 
tance, by the courſe of the river, of the neareſt ſtation where double 
batta is drawn) from the Preſidency. In addition to this, the pre- 
ſent impoveriſhed ſtate of the + Vizier's dominions, has been the oc- 
caſion of an enormous increaſe in the coſt of every article of domeſtic 
ceconomy, and neceſſary of life. The wages of ſervants are neceſſa- 
rily increaſed, an unavoidable and heavy ſource of expenditure to 
officers of Native Corps, who form a proportion of three to one, 
and who, being at all times liable to be ordered out with detach. 
ments at the ſhorteſt notice, muſt always be prepared to move, and 


V The laſt hot ſeaſon at Cawnpoor was ſo ſevere, as to carry off, in the ſpace of three 
months, 60 out of 400 Europeans. In the year 1784 a much greater number periſhed, 
from the ſame cauſe, which induced Colonel Ironſide, who then commanded, to order 

Tatties to be provided for the privates, and they have been furniſhed by Government ever 

ſince.— Tatties are frames of wood, in which the roots of a particular ſpecies of graſs 

are incloſed, and being kept continually moiſt, are placed at every avenue where ait finds 
acceſs: the wind thus deprived of its exceſlive heat, is rendered tolerable. 


+ In order to obviate miſconception, and to perform an act of Juſtice to the wiſdom of 
that Adminiſtration which has beſtowed happineſs on millions, it is proper to remark, 
that the preſent deſerted ſtate of the Nawwab Vizier's country is not more to be attributed 
to the remiſſneſs, imbecillity, and corruption of its own Government, than to the ad- 
vantages which are enjoyed by every claſs of natives in the Britiſh territories, from the 
due and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, and the ſecurity there afforded to perſons and 
property, which is ſtill unknown in thoſe regions ſubjectes. to the 2 92 and TIA 
fion of the Vizier's Miniſters. 


| 
| 
| 
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re, on that account, obliged to maintain additional ſervants, and to 


be provided with every article of baggage requiſite for a campaign, 
together with the cattle neceſſary for conveying them, inſtead of being 
able to adopt the cxconomical plan of a general meſs, as is uſual in his 


_ Majeſty's regiments—European corps being rarely called out in times 


of peace, in conſequence of their ſuffering ſo much from expoſure to 
the climate. 


That part of the Bengal army which receives double batta, is the de- 
tachment ſtationed in the Vizier's dominions. The neceſſity for grant- ; 
ing this allowance to the, officers while in thoſe remote provinces, is 
ſufficiently evident: it only remains to ſtate the aggregate amount of 
the extra batta, and to compare the proportionate ſums received by the 
reſpective ranks, with the allowances made to his Majeſty's officers, 
extra to thoſe made by the Eaſt India Company to their officers on the 
Bengal eſtabliſhment. . 


5 By the allowance of double full batta made to a part of their army 
under the Bengal Preſidency, the Company, or rather the Vizier, in- 
curs the extra expence of Sonat,rup. 8943, or £.977 25. 2d. per men- 
ſem ; a ſum that, when-contraſted with the enormous: charges incurred 
by the Company for the original conſtruction, and ſubſequent repairs of 
the cantonments at Berhampoor and Dinapoor, will prove to convic- 
tion, that the aggregate expence of the two field ſtations has been much 


exceeded by that of the cantonments within the provinces, where 


half batta only is allowed. In truth, it is a well-eſtabliſhed fact, and 


it will be atteſted by every officer on the eſtabliſhment, that this allow- 


ance is not more than adequate to the proviſion of quarters, and to the 
unavoidable increaſe of expence incurred. 


The 


t 1 


The a foundation, then, that remains, on which to teſt an argu- 
IRS withdrawing this allowance, is the jealouſy it has been found to 
| excite in ſituations where his Majeſty's and the Company s troops, un- 
der two different Preſidencies, have been occaſionally ſerving together. i 
In order to determine how far the Bengal troops may be juſtly conſi- 
dered as a corps favoured by partial diſtinctions, it will be neceſſary; 
after having ſtated the real amount received by a part of the officers of 
that eſtablithment, under the denomination of double batta, to inquire 

whether any, and what equivalent, is enjoyed by officers ſerving under 
the other Preſidencies, to contraſt the ſituations in which they are 101 
ſpectively placed, and the expences to which they are each liable, in 
the courſe of their profeſſional duties, ſince it is an eſtabliſhed axiom, 
in political economy, that the price of labour, or, in other words, 
the conſideration that is made for ſervices of every kind, muſt ever be 
regulated more by fituation and cixcumſtances, than by the quantity, 
or quality, of the ſervice performed. : 


His Majeſty's officers draw every allowance of pay, batta, &c. which 
is made to the Company's officers under the fame Preſidency with 
them, and take their tour At the field ſation i in roſter with the Com- | 


pany's nn battalions. 


The colonels of his Majeſty's regiments ſtationed i in India enjoy an 
handſome annuity of nearly 20091. from their corps, while in the Eaſt 
India Company's army in Bengal, the allowances made to officers 
commanding regiments, when contraſted with the expence of living in 
India, are very inadequate to their ſtation, in conſequence of the 


5 of the ma of thoſe . being partially diſtri- 
5 R | | buted, 
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buted, * and the betas of regiments thereby deprived of a fair 
* ä 6 ſanctioned by N W 


The 3 of his Majeſty's 8 each 501. 108. per annum, 
for non-effectives. Thoſe in the Company's have no allowance of 
this kind. 


The Captains in his Majeſty's army, while in India, draw 7s. per 
day ſubſiſtence, and 38. 6d.. is paid them in Europe, called arrears, 
making, in all, 151. 158. per menſem. The Company's captains 
draw 120 Sonat rupees, equal to ſicca rupees, 114: 9 1, which, at 
the exchange the King's officers receive their pay viz. 28. 5d. per 
ſieca rupee, is 131. 15s. 6d. making a difference of 21. os. 6d. per month 
in favour of his Majeſty's captains,, and the inferior ranks in pro- 
portion. 


The Eaſt India Company profeſs to pay their troops at the ſame rate 
as his Majeſty's are paid; a captain, therefore, ought to receive 108. 
per day —but he, in reality, receives four Sonat rupees, equal to 28. 2d. 
each, making 8s. 8d. His Majeſty's. officers loſe a ſmaller propor- 
tion, in conſequence of receiving their King's pay and arrears in ſterling 
money.—'The Governor-General, Members of Council,, and Judges,. 


„A large proportion of the ſurplus of off-reckonings has, of late years, been taken 
from the officers, by preſcription and uſage entitled to that allowance, to make an addition 
to the incomes of Licutenant-Colonels Commandants, Majors, and Adjutants, of Eu- 
ropean battalions. The propriety of rendering theſe laborious and important ſituations 
lucrative, is not here conteſted ; but how far it is conſonant to equity, to make them ſo, 
at the expence of their brother officers. Should it be deemed expedient to increaſe the pay 
of his Majeſty's field and ſtaff officers, would. it be deemed equitable. to require of the 
Commandants of regiments to make good this increaſe? 


prudently 


K „ 


| 3 receive their flares in Engl n money, « 3 _ | 
valent to it. . | 


be Bald officers of his Majeſty's regiments, on the coaſt, have, + 
| fince the year 1783, ſhared in a gratuity fund, from which the on | 
; pany 's officers, of ſimilar rank, have been excluded. 


„ 5 Pag. Fan. 
Lieut. Colonel's ſhare, per men. 83. 14 
Major s ditto | — . 
0s, Beling : 1 
2 = 
Licut. Colonel's ſhare, per ann. "OY hes 399 18 
Majors F 199 19 


This fund is ſhared: not only by field officers, but by captains in 
command of his Majeſty's regiments. On an application being made 
by a captain in command of one of the Company's European batta- 
lions, for the ſhare he was entitled to during the 3 of his com- 
. it was refuſed.. = 


The off. reckonings of field officers on the coaſt are fixed at 600 pa- | 
godas per month, or, current rupees, 2400. Thoſe on the Bengal eſta- 
bliſhment, (Lieut. Colonels and Majors of OREN battalions. ex- 


cepted) receive ny oo. 


Captains eisen Native Corps on the coaft rereive 500 pago- 
das, or 2000 current rupees, per ann. oft-reckonings. In conſequence 
of the partial appropriation of this allowance in Bengal, the ſhares of 


captains of Native Corps ſeldom e I 500 rupees. | 
3 If 
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lt to che above be added the various (lgentle of Peon money, 
occaſional allowances for ſitting courts martial, together with thoſe 
made for horſes, candles, ſtationary, &c. which are enjoyed equally 


by the ſtaff of his Majeſty's and the Company's troops, under the 


Madras Preſidency, and which. are unknown to the army in Bengal, 


the aggregate experice incurred by the Company will be found to fall 


little, if at all, ſhort of the ſum received by a part of the troops in Ben- 


gal, under the denomination of double batta, with this convenience, on 
the ſide of the latter, that, being a regular allowance, to be drawn only 
within certain limits, its amount is fixed; nor are the officers of Go- 


vernment ſubjected to loſe their time in the inveſtigation of vexatious 


and irregular demands, as muſt 9 be the caſe when there are 


numerous contingencies. 


With reſpect to the Bengal troops occaſionally ſerving on the coaſt, 


the European officers muſt neceſſarily be ſubjected to a great increaſe of 


expence, incurred on a march of ſome thouſand miles, with cattle, bag- 
gage, and ſervants, the laſt of whom never fail to enhance their demands 
in proportion to the diſtance they travel from home, the increaſed price 


Nan ee and the dangers and Wader to which * are 


When to theſe ſuperior advantages enjoyed by his Majeſty's Officers, | 


is added the convenience of exemption from monthly muſters, and con- 


ſequent privilege of being abſent either on buſineſs or pleaſure, without 
incurring loſs, -as in the Company's ſervice ; together with the indul- 
gence of viſiting their native country, when motives of convenience or 


' Intereſt call them to Europe, without forteiting their pay; whule the 


Company's Officer cannot obtain his paſſage-money, but when ſick- 
. | neſs 


1 „0 


neſs eompels bin departure, N even hes, ſubject to a conditional 
atteſtation on oath of his poverty, with total loſs of pay while abſent: 
on a comparative ſtatement, we might be warranted in ſaying, that 

A1 Majeſty” s Officers enjoy advantages incident to the two ſervices, 5 
with an exemption from the inconveniencies, and local — | 
fuſtained' 5 We a in the OR s: Pe" i 


* - 
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Should the Juſtice e of granting . equine to als unavbid- © 
able expenditure of thoſe, whoſe lives are devoted to their country's 
| ſervice, i in an uncongenial climate,” be ever dif] puted, the following con- 
fiderations will, at leaſt, evince its political expediency. The revenues 

of thoſe territories, acquired by the gallantry of the armies in India, 
after defraying every incident charge, leave, in time of peace, a ſurplus 
of nearly two millions ſterling. Of this the Company can inveſt, in 
the produce and manufactures of their provinces, litile more than one 
million ſterling: for the European market. The remainder, if locked 
up in the treaſury, or ſent home in ſpecie, muſt gradually impoveriſh,. 

and ultimately ruin a country; where neither gold nor filver mines are 
found, by ſubtracting annually ſo great a portion from the general circu- 
lation. IT he whole of the income of the ſubordinate Officers, and the 
greateſt part of that of the ſuperior ranks, being expended in the Com- 
pany's dominions, or in thoſe of their ſubſidiary Allies, reverts in a 
ſhort time to their treaſury, after affording a livelihood to the labori- 
ous huſbandman, and to a numerous and induſtrious claſs of artiſans. i 


A judicious and candid author of a late publication,“ whoſe accu- 
racy, Penetration , and local knowledge, would intimate a long reſi- 


* Britiſh Jail analyzed, 
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dence in India, aid he not aſſert the contrary, fumiſhes FS cube 
juſt and n, remark relative to dat N | 


It cannot be 1 a1 Officers of credit will go 4000 Jagues: 
from their native country, to fight againſt: a hot climate, and paſs- 


«+: their lives abſent from friends, who are moſt dear to them, unleſs. 


+ 
* 


i 


« thoſe diſadvantages are in ſome meaſure counterbalanced a, emo 
al Ns which enable them to ſupport their rank ne, 


The Dy 8 military . as. it is at aſi . will! 
henceforth hold forth no: object. of inducement to. engage in it, but to- : 
thoſe whom their diſſipation or crimes may preclude from an aſylum in 
their native country. If men of this deſcription are once permitted to · 
officer theix armies, it requires not. the gift of prophecy to foretell 5 


the event, 5 


* 


At a Meeting of the Or rierks fationed at CawxrooR, in October 
1793, "the JOY n 's Were AGF 2 their my 


ration. 


Ar A period when the corps compoſing a principal diviſion of he 
army, cantoned at this ſtation, are on the eve of ſeparating, it muſt 
afford a very high degree of ſatisfaction and mutual congratulation, to 
reflect that every public meaſure, which has been conſidered of a ten- 
dency to procure that relief from our preſent deſpondency, to which, 
from the length and magnitude of our ſervices, we are moſt indubita- 


bly entitled, has been ſupported with an unanimity and firmneſs that, 


if followed up with perſeverance, muſt enſure ſucceſs. To ſecure a 
continuance of that unanimity, on a ſound and rational baſis, is the ob- | 
Jett of he preſent _— | 


Since the laſt general meeting, many articles of intelligence have 
been received, that have given riſe to propoſitions which will be now 
conſidered, and, if approved, the meeting will ratify them as in 
tions to the Committee in | . 


It oil in the firſt place, be proper to advert to the ſituation of the | 
ſervice, at the time of ſubſcribing to the Addreſſes and Petitions, and 
to OO that * the preſent moment. N 


* 1 7 4 
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1 
The hardſhip felt by this army, when acting with his Majeſty's 


forces, was the evil which called chiefly for redreſs, and it was left to 


Government to place us on ſuch a footing as might relieve us from 
the ſuperſeſſion to which we were ſubject; to this was added a claim 
to participate in thoſe indulgences to which his Majeſty's officers were 
accuſtomed. Had the face of affairs remained unaltered, this would 
have been ſufficient to have enſured us from injury; but ſince, by the 
uaſt diſpatches from Europe, intelligence has been received of a nature 
5 very alarming to the intereſts of the Company's forces, and when 


we compare theſe private informations with the obvious intentions of 


= Government, and the opinions of thoſe who have influence in dire&t- 
ing the meaſures relating to this ſubject, it is but prudent that we con- 
fider their tendency, and, with that moderation which is fo eſſential to 
unanimity and ſo conducive to ſucceſs, frame ſome ſyſtem, whereby 
our expectations may be made known thereon, and our rights and pri- 
vileges defended, as well as that our future ſituations in life may be 
rendered reſpeRable, which, from ous "_ and * of 9 
we may * claim. | | 


| The probability 596 the Company's troops being wholly or partially 
Incorporated with his Majeſty's army, is the firſt and principal object 
of conſideration: as to the mode of effecting this, we muſt at pre- 
ſent be ignorant ; but, when we conſider that the officers. of the 
King's forces will exert themſelves to the utmoſt to obtain every ad- 
vantage over us, it becomes expedient that our eſtabliſhments. ſhould 
join in an effort to bring about the union in ſuch manner as ſhall rather 
tend to alleviate than increaſe the grievances of which we have already 
aſked redreſs. It is evident, that if no previous explicit arrangement 
be made, we ſhall be ſuperſeded in every rank and ſituation ; there- 


"EF 


| fore, it it is our iy to endeavour to preſerve the tt 51 
in regard to promotion and local or temporary command; ſince, 


ſhould theſe be loſt, our reſpectability i in this country, and our hopes 


of returning to Europe, muſt vaniſh. 'The only mode of avoiding 
this blow, ſo deſtructive to our honour and to our welfare, is the at- 
tainment of rank more proportionate to that of officers, inveſted with - 


fimilar commands in his Majeſty's' army; ſinee it muſt be obvious 
that, by the influx of his Majeſty's officers, which will of courſe en- 


ſue, the number of ſimilar ranks is fo much greater on their eſtabliſh= 


ment, as to give them the advantage of ſuperior rank, in every ſitua» 
tion, where the King's officers of the Britiſh may meet in aer with 
thoſe of the Indian eſtabliſhment. | | 


; 1 It is therefore the opinion of the fubſcribers to the following : 
propoſitions, that the preſent is a period moſt momentous to the inte- 
reſts of every officer of this army, ſince, whatever may be the fate of 


the Eaſt India Company, it is not to be doubted that a total or partial 
transfer to his Majeſty's ſervice will ſhortly take place, or that the 
Company's European corps will be reduced, and their place ſupplied 
dy King's regiments. It is upon the conditions of that transfer that all 


our future hopes of honourable independence, and of return to our na- 
tive country, are now reſted: it is, therefore, incumbent on us (leſt an 
ignorance of our ſentiments and expectations ſhould operate to our de- 
triment) to take ſuch meaſures as will meet with effect every propoſi- 
tion that may be made relative thereto in Europe, and explicitly to 


confide our ſentiments to a Committee in London, Who ſhall be re 
queſted to ſtand forward, and empowered to make ſuch repreſentations 
and exertions in our behalf, as 2 be eee for the wvowal and 
maintenance of our ri ights. 7 | | 
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ad, A that half a month's. actual pay of each rank be ſub- 
04, to defray all the probable charges in England and in India; 
and it is ſuggeſted, as the moſt fair and convenient mode, that each doo 
ſubſcribe the above ſum, at two or three equal payments, within three 
months after their general adoption by the majority of * ſtations. 


3d. That two-thirds of the amount ſubſcribed he remitted to Eng- | 
land, to be at the diſpoſal of the majority of the Committee, to an- 
ſwer the neceſſary expenſes there, and that the remaining third be re- 
ſerved to anſwer demands in this country. 


Ath, Agreed, that the officers of the Company's ſervice now in Eng- 
land be requeſted to elect a repreſentative Committee for the whole of 
the Company's army. 


- 5th, Agreed, that the repreſentative Committee in England be re- 
queſted to call, at their diſcretion, by public advertiſement, general 
meetings of the Company's officers preſent in England, on occaſions they 
may deem of importance to the intereſts of the army in India, and 
that this army will defray the expenſe attending the meaſures that the 
majority of ſuch general mecting may deem it neceſſary to adopt. . 


6th, Agreed, that ſuch general meetings be inveſted with power 
and authority to anſwer for, and in behalf of the officers in India, on 
ſuch points, propoſitions, and meaſures, as may affect the intereſts, 
honour, and welfare of this army, and which may require an imme- 
diate avowal of their ſentiments ; but that their determinations be go- 

verned by the inſtructions, and communications made to them, from 
time to time, by the army in India. | 


Ith, Agreed, 
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Ich. Agreed, that no offer of a transfer to his Majeſty's 8 ſervice, 
* partial, or total, can be accepted with our preſent diſpropor- 


tionate rank (when compared to our length of ſervice, and to the rank 
of his Majeſty's officers) without ruin to our hopes of advancement. 


8th, Agreed, that in the event of a transfer of the Company's Euro- 
pean Artillery and Infantry Battalions to his Majeſty's ſervice, the Of- 
, ficers i in each battalion, ſo. transferred, ſhould have an excluſive right to 
ſuch promotions as may occur in their own corps, and that thoſe corps 
ſhould be transferred with the full complement of Officers. Ss 


E 8 gth, Agreed, that in the event of ſuch a. transfer, the Officers of 
a every rank ſhould have the preference of entering the King's ſervice by 
| ſeniority, to complete the corps ſo transferred; but in the event of any 
vacancies remaining after ſuch option has been given, that the next 

ranks ſhall have the right to fill them under the following rule; via. 
That, to complete thoſe corps, every Officer, who ſhall have ſerved 
twelve years, ſhall have a claim to enter his Majeſty's ſervice with the 


— 


rr 


transferred corps, with the rank next above that he may poſſeſs, not ſu- 


— 
— 


perior to that of Captain; and that to entitle an Officer to an advance of 


—— — — —— hen hoc — 
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one gradation in any of the ranks above that of Captain, he ſhall have 
ſerved Won leſs than fiſteen! n . b 
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10th, Agreed, that thoſe who may be transferred to his Majeſtyis 1 


army, without a title to ſuperior rank, from their length of ſervice, are 
yet entitled to army and regimental rank, in all ſituations, from the 
ceſſation of hoſtilities at Cuddalore in 1783, provided their commil- 
ſions are of that, or of a prior date; and that ſuch as bear commiſſions 
| b | of 
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| of x date ſubſequent to that event, are entitled to rank agreeable to the 
f date of their commiſſions. | „ 


31th, That in the event of a general transfer of the Company's army 


to the King's ſervice, it be entirely conſidered as a diſtinct body, and 


not 8 to tho Introduction of his 9 ah s Officers. 


12th, Agreed, that as our public addreſſes have already whe : 
what our ideas are, reſpecting the preſent defective ſyſtem of the 


Sepoy corps, they ſhould be as cloſely as: poſſible adhered to, ſhould 


the transfer of the: European corps take place; and the Committee in 
Europe will conſider us as aſſenting to, or diſſenting from, whatever 


may be propoſed, relating to thoſe points, as far as the propoſitions. 


coincide with, or militate —_ theſe our _—_ ideas. 


Igzth, Agreed, that copies of the Addreſs 40 Petition OY this 


ſation to his Majeſty, and the Court of Directors, be tranſmitted home 
by our agents, together with this declaration of our ſentiments ; and, in 


order to guard againſt miſrepreſentations, and to obviate the many 
cauſes of diſſatisfaction, that will enſue from an ignorance of our ex- 


pectations, in the event of an arrangement, involving the deareſt. inte- 


reſts of this army, that the above papers be laid before a General Meet- 
ing of the Company's Officers in England. 


14th, Agreed, that immediately on the arrival of the above diſ- 
patches in England, an application be made to the exiſting Members 


| of the Committee elected in London in, December 1787 (which ad- 
juſted, in concert with his Majeſty's Miniſters, the claims of rank be- 


_ tween 


h 
tween the King's and Company's Officers) to call-a General Meeting of 
the Company's Officers in London, in order that the vacancies Which 
have ny in that Committee oy be  Giled up. 8 


I 5 Ag his the above propoſitions be ſubmitted to the ſeveral 


- ſtations of the army. - 
Th he foregoing Reſolutions being intended as a guide, to direct the 
Committee of Officers in England, in the claims they are to make in 
behalf of the army in India, in the event of a change in the conſtitu- 
tion of the Company's Military Eſtabliſhments, it were to be wiſhed, 
that ſome perſon adequate to ſo important a charge, who may be going | 
to England immediately, and who is acquainted with our ſentiments | 
on the ſubject, might be authorized to take charge of,: and lay them = 
before the Committee in England : and that the charges of this depu- 
tation, and ſuch other expenſes as may be incurred by the proſecution 
of this buſineſs, be defrayed from the fund eſtabliſhed by ſubſcription. 
Of the expediency of this meaſure, there can, we believe, exiſt no dif. - 
ference of opinion.; but, were it doubtful, the conduct of the Officers 
of the Madras Eſtabliſhment, , who, in December laſt, deputed home a 
Gentleman of their own body for the very ſame purpoſe, . would call - 


on. us to adopt a ſimilar A : 


Agreed, that Lieutenant Aſhworth be requeſted to take charge of the 
papers, and to act in behalf of the Bengal Eſtabliſhment agreeably to 


the above Reſolutions. . 


| Agreed, that Eines Sab be requeſted to act! in concert with 


e Aſhworth. | | 5 
2 - 5 A 


1 8 1 


A greed, chat the Medical Eſtabliſhment be WOE in the foregoing | 


Reſolutions. 


Agreed, that every Subſcriber 'be requeſted to ſend the amount of 
his ſubſcription, agreeable to the propoſal. in Article No. 2, to Mr. 


co Beecher, Deputy Paymaſter, 


Agreed, that the cine be requeſted to pay two-thirds of 'the . 
amount received to our agents, who ſhall _ NO to longer it with 


the Committee in e HN 


. that the original inſtructions, with the ſignatures, be de- 
livered to the agents, and that they be inſtructed not to entruſt them 


5 to Wy other harids, 


{1 I. Briſco, Colonel : 


Alexander Hardy, Lieut. Colonel 
John M*Gowan, Lieut. Colonel 


J. Macdonald, Major | 
5 Samuel Sears, Lieut. Colonel 
Robert Blair, Captain 4 

T. Bolton, Major 
Robert Murray, Lieut. 

George S. Browne, Lieut. 
John Aſhworth, Lieut. 

T. G. Williamſon, Lieut. 
H. Cuming, Lieut. 
Frederick Trench, Lieut. 
Richard Willoughby, Lieut, 


Geo. Rankin, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
J. M. M'*Gregor, Flee 6 - 
W. Dunn, Lieut. 

Robert Carruthers, Enfi ien 


Robert Lowe, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
John Law, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
D. Spencer Freeman, Aſliſt. Surg. 


J. Harris, Lieut. 


Thomas Martin, Lieut. 


Thomas Sal keld, Lieut, 


J. Jollie, Lieut. 
J. Atkinſon, Lieut. 


Charles Chriſtie, Lieut. 


Herbert 


Herbert Pyefinch, Lieut. 
William Raban, Lieut. 5 
John Gordon, Lieut. 
8. Kelly, Lieut. 
William Hemmings, Lieut, 
Andrew Young, Lieut: ' 
W. M. Baker, Lieut. 
M. Duncan, Lieut, 
William Dick, Lieut. 
Lawrence Rawſtorne, Lieut; * 
A. Doull, Lieut. 
C. W. White, Major 
James Powell, Lieut. 


Gilb. Macleod, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 


William Lally, Lieut. 
Malcolm M*Leod, Lieut. 
Henry Cheape, Lieut. 

T. S. Bateman, Lieut. 
Geo. Fodlis, Lieut. 
Benjamin Cuthbert, Lieut. 
| Robert Dawes, Major 
James Hunter, Lieut. ' 
J. A. Gow, Enfign 

J. Hickland, Lieut. 
John Munro, Lieut. 
Andrew Cumings, Lieut. 
Robert Wilſon, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 


I 
* Robertſon, Lieut, b. W. 


C. Smyth, Lieut. 


Richard Henry, Lieut. X ov 
James Nath. Rind, Lieut. 


James Pennington, Lieut. 


W. Mackintoſh, Captain 
Geo. Hutchiſon, Lieut... 


Tho. Macfie, Lieut. 

John Eade, Lieut. 

Roderick Fraſer, Lieut. 

A. Orme, Lieut. 

D. Marſhall, Captain 

Z. M. Burch, Lieut. 
William Anderſon, Aſſiſt. Sg 


1 Lewis Grant, Captain 


William Rennie, Lieut. 
John Mawbey, * 
T. Long, Lieut. 


Richard Forbes, Lieut. 


Edward Hall, Lieut. 
N. Stewart, Captain 
S. Knowles, Captain 


James Denny, Aſſiſtant R 


Robert Francis, Lieut. 
A. Watkins, Lieut. 
Charles Scott, Captain 


James Pringle, Major alas 
* F- Keble, Enſign ; 


Edward Alliſon, Lieut. __.. | 
C | W. Adamss | 


N. Saumarez, Lieut. 


W. Adams, Lieut: . 
A. Knox, Lieut. 
Robert Hetzler, Lieut. 

Richard Adams; Lieut. 
P. Grant, Lieut. 


Thomas Kearnan, Captain 


L. Simpſon, Liege. 
J. H. Hutchinſon, Lieut. 
David Robertſon, Enfign + 
T. W. Clayton, Captain 


Wm. George Maxwell, Lieut. . 


John Ralph, Lieut.” 
Richard Ralph, Lieut... 


* 


; T. Nicholls, 1 Lieut. Coenen 
P. Cochrane, Surgeon 


J. Salmond, Bieut. 


J. Wallace, Lieut-- 

W. Howard,, Lieut: 

i H. Hyndman, Captain 
W. Palmer, Major: 
W. G. Palmer, Lieut. 
Wm. Campbell, . Enſign - 
J. H. Bellaſſis, Enſign 


James M' Dougal, Aſſiſt. Surgeon: 5 
W. Howard, Lieut. 


H. Vincent, Captain 


J. H. Radcliffe, . Lieut. 


Me the underſigned officers of the Futtey Chur ſtation, having eare- 
fully peruſed and conſidered the foregoing proceedings and reſolutions : 
of our brother officers of: the-Cawnpoor ſtation, have adopted them as 
our own, and have added our ſignatures, in teſtimony of our approval 


of the ſentiments contained in them. 


And we do appoint Captain 


Richard Scott, in conjunction with the two gentlemen named in the 
ſaid reſolutions, to be our agents in; Engleod for the purpoſes therein 


ſpecified : 
J. Erſkine, Lieut. Col. 
A. Hartle, Major 
J. Bateman, Major 
G. Mence, Major 

* 8 


8. Watſon, 18 
J. Boujannar, Captain 
James Price, Lieut. 
P. Ewart, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
| Fr. Gaſ- 


Fr. Gaſcoigne, Lieut. 
L. Burrell, Lieut. 
William Francklin, Lieut. 
Alex. Mitchel, Lieut.” 


Thomas Brougham, Lieut. . 


J N. Smith, Lieut. . 

W. F. Gardner, Surgeon 
Samuel Cooper, Lieut; . 
Thomas Willetr, . Lieut. . 
John Towers, Lieut. 
George Clancy, | Lieut. . 
Richard Lambert, Lieu. 
John Dickens, Lieut. 

Gab. Martindell, Captain 
J. Burnet, Lieut. 

William Keaſberry, Lieut. 0 
Richard Frith, Lieut. . 

W. Frazer, Lieut. 

James Lawtie, Lieut... 
Thomas Morgan, Lieut.” 
M. Fitz Gerald, Lieut. 

E. S. Conway, Lieut.. 
Thomas Morgan, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 
James M*Lean, Lieut. - 
Walter Mayberry, Lieut. . 
James. Griffiths: Hoare, Lieut... 
R. Maurice, Lieut”. _ 
Richard Cowliſhaw, Lieut. 5 
James Pritchard, Lieut. 
William Sneyd, Lieut. 


11 1 - 


Thomas Staunton, Lieut. 


71 
| 
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George Barclay, Lieut. | 


|| Whitwell Butler, Lieut. . 
J. C. Mitchell, Lieut. - 
M. Little, .Lieut. 

g B. Litton, Lieut. 


5 Lambert, Lieut... 
1 Aſhe, Lieut. . 
J. D. Michie, Lieut. . 


J. P. Pigott, Lieut. 
Charles Stewart, Lieut. 


John Malcolm, Lieut. 

Robert Str. Graham, Lieut.'. 

R. M. Bagſhaw, Lieut... 

| Robert Dee, Lieut. 

T. Penſon, Lieut. - 

H. Vincent, Captain ; 

Alex. Murray, Lieut. 

Al. Gibb, Aſſiſtant Surgeon : 

Andrew Burgh, Lieut. 

R. Davies, Lieut. | 

N. Davies, by permitfic ion, for St. 
George Aſhe, Lieut. 

. Campbell, Lieut. 

John Ranken, Lieut. 

James Maxwell, Lieut... 


D. Orme, Lieut. . 


Henry White, Captain: 


| af © Barton, Captain of Artillery . 


CHUNAR 
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| Reſolved—That it is the opinion of the Officers and Staff of this ſta- 


tion, that ſome officers of rank ſhould * nec in the : 
deputation from the * . | | : 


eve Tut the Officers and Staff of this ſtation, FRO full con- 
fidence in the zeal and integrity of Lieutenant- Colonel 
William Duncan and Major R. E. Roberts, who are go- 
ing to Europe in the ſhips of this ſeaſon, do carneſtly- 
ſolicit them to join in the deputation, and requeſt Lieute- 
_ nants Aſhworth and Salmond to lay the whole of the 
papers before the above gentlemen, on their e at the 
ney | e 


Reſolved—That the above Reſolutions be communicated and recom- 
| mended to all the ſtations of the army; and that a copy 

of the ſame be tranſmitted to nn Dun- > 

can and Major . E. Roberts. | 2 


J. Ante Lieut, - 

Charles Webber, Lieut. 

W. H. Cooper, Lieut. 

H. Lennox, Lieut. 
IJ. F. Smith, Lieut. 

Charles Fraſer, Lieut. | 
7 W. B. Davis, 


Charles Ware, Lieut, Colonel 
R. Baillie, Captain 

John Reid, Lieut. 

M. C. Davoren, Lieut. 
William Cuppage, Lieut. 

8 Bullock, Lieut. 


W. B. Davis, Lieut. 
George Prole, Lieut. 
James Pearſon, Captain 
H. Roſe, Lieut. 
George Ball, Lieut. 
John Macgrath, Lieut. 
Thomas Evans, Lieut. 
James Tetley, Lieut. 
P. Douglas, Captain 
J. Vanrenen, Lieut. 
Thomas Cuſt, Captain 
G. H. Pine, Lieut. _ 
P. Black, Lieut. © 
D. Orme, Lieut. . 
George S. Mounſey, Lieut. | 
William Ridley, Lieut. | 
Sidney Cæſar Jones, Lieut. 
Thomas Fetherſton, Lieut. 
John Dyer, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
William Sheppey Greene, Lieut. 
M. Hiffernan, Lieut. 
J. Gould, Major Brigade 
C. Brietzcke, Lieut. Adj. and Qr. 
- Maſter, 3d Brigade 


Lewis Thomas, Lieut. 1 3th Bat. 


C. Gore, Lieut. 1 3th Bat. 
Wm. Hinckſman, Lieut. 
Joſ. Richardſon, Lieut. 
W. Odell, Lieut. 


* 
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* N. M*Leod, Captain 


D. M*Leod, Lieut. | 
Robert Dennis, Captain - 
W. Denby, Captain 
J. W. Hopkins, Lieut. 
Wm. S. Atkinſon, Lieut. 
T. Wharton, Lieut. 

S. Adams, Lieut. 

Charles White, Lieut. 
James Davidſon, Lieut. 
Wm. Yule, Lieut. 

Robert Campbell, Lieut. 
John Henderſon, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 
T. Penſon, Lieut. _ 

J. Maxwell, Lieut. 

'G. Scott, Lieut. of 
R. Baurie, Lieut. 

| G. Eagle, Lieut. 

A. King, Lieut. 

F. Maynard, Lieut. 

J. P. Drummond, Lieut. 


C. Green, Major 


J. Mordaunt, Captain _ 
E. Baker, Lieut. 27 
Andrew Dunn, Lieut, 
W. Shipton, Lieut. 
R. Dubois, Lieut. 


James Telfor, Lieut. - 


Bernard Roſe, Lieut. 
d St. George 


W. Mae Culloch, Leut. 

P. Dow, Lieut. 2. 

S. Mac Namara, Lieut. 

J. Delamain, Lieut. 

| W. Spottiſwood, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 
R. Benſh, Lieut, = 


St. George Aſhe, Lieut. 

RK. Lucas, Major 

James Kellie, Lieut. 
John Owen, Lieut. 7 
S8. W. Hargrave, Lieut. 


P. Hay, Major 


* 


DINAPORE SIGNATURES. 


Dinapore, Nov. 3, 1793. 
WE the undermentioned officers and ſtaff of the ſtation of Dina- 
. pore, having carefully peruſed and conſidered the proceedings of our 
brother officers at Cawnpoor,. are, with them, fully convinced of 
the importance and neceſſity: of a Committee in England, to ſtand for- 
ward and be empowered to make ſuch repreſentations and exertions in 
our behalf as may be neceſſary for the avowal and maintenance of our: 
rights; and, though we hope and truſt that the apprehenſions of oun 
brother officers, are ill- founded, we willingly accede to the ſecond ar- 
ticle of the Cawnpoor proceedings, in granting, the neceſſary aid to- 
ohviate apprehended. injury: and, having the fulleſt confidence in the 
zeal, integrity, and abilities of Captain Richard Scott, do recommend 
that Lieutenants Aſhworth and Salmond do communicate and conſult 
with him, on their arrival in England. 


t 5 1 
We alſo entirely agree in opinion with our brother officers at the ſtas 
tion of Chunar, that ſome officers of rank ſhould be joined in the 

deputation from, the Bengal army, and highly approve. of the nomina- 
tion of Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan and Major R. E. Roberts, 'whomy 
with Captain Richard Seott, we earneſtly and particularly requeſt to 
take upon themſelves: the office. of our repreſentatives with the n | 
in the Committee to be formed i in + ak 2 2 


. B. Moe. "TROY 


Ed. „ TE Cal; Il 
R. Walker, Captain 1 


James Nicol, Lieut. Col. 


T. Harding, Major 


John Fenwick, Captain 


Hugh Stafford, Captain 
R. Bruce, Captain 

J. Hawkſhaw, Captain 
A. Morriſon, Lieut. 
D. Ochterlony, Lieut. 
Ad. Ferguſon, . Lieut. 


E. S. Broughton, 338 N 


T. Hickman, Lieut. 
J. H. Gillman, Captain 


G. Cruttenden, Lieut. 


John Baillie, Enſign 
J. Arnold, Lieut. 


W. Mac Dougal, Captain 
Daniel Cunningham, Captain 


John Hilliard, Captain 


Geo. Hardyman, Captain 


W. Moiles, Lieut.. 
James Irwin, Lieut. 
> 


R. Bruce, Major 
J. Smith, Lieut. 
Man. Mac Namara, Lieut. 
Geo. Wilton, Lieut. 
Ed. Parry, Lieut. 
J. Hammond, Lieut. 
R. Morrell, Lieut. fe: 
W. Moore, Aſſiſt. Surgeon 
B. Menley, Captain 
Adam Freer, Surgeon, 
C. C. Wilſon, Lieut. 
Greg. Hickman, Lieut. 
J. Kennedy, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
Thomas Jaffray, Captain 
W. Cooke, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
George Reddie, Aſſiſtant Surgeon 
John Paten, Aſſiſtant Surgeon. 
Thomas Haw kins, Lieut. 
R. E. Parry, Lieut. 
John Dawſon, Lieut. 


John 


'E 16 1 | 
lohn Stewart, Lieut. I Alex. Caldwell, Lieut, Artillery 


Ar. Davies, Lieut. [J. 8. Paſchaud, Lieut. Artillery 
G. Carpenter, Captain W. Sloane, Lieut. 
Robert Patton, Enſign IW. Winbolt, Lieut. 
J. W. Johnſon, Lieut. © W. H. Green, Lieut. 
P. Burrowes, Lieut. | J. Scott, Lieut. | 
W. A. Thompſon, Lieut, = WT: Ormyng, Lieut, Artillery 
R. Enſhaw, Lieut. Artilleey W. Vanas, Major 
Charles Wittit, Captain | | Robert Amos, Lieut. 


2 John Wittit, Lieut. ll 


MONSHYR SIGNATURES. 


Monſtyr, December 2, 1794. 
THE Officers and Staff ſtationed at Dinapore having expreſſed my 
ſentiments in their proceedings entered in this book, dated the 1 
* laſt, I ſubſcribe with them, 


3 0. Bunington, Lieut, Colonel HI. Bennett, Captain 
Patrick Scott, Lieut. | : 


BERHAM- 


l 


B ER HA MPORE SIGNATURES. 


Ber bampore, January 2, 1793. Fe 


E. Clark, Major | | | Henry Read, Lieut. 
John Teaſdale, Captain Henry Jaques, Lieut. 
John Gillanders, Captain A. Charron, Lieut. 
Mark White, Lieut. 5 it T. Darrah, Lieut. 
D. H. Dalton, Lieut. P. Caſſady, Enfign 


J. Anderſon, Lieut. IJ. Miffing, Lieut. 
F. Mac'Culloch, Aſſiſt. Surgeon || Robert Spottiſwood, Lieut. 


CHITTAJONG SIGNATURES... 


Chittajong, January, 5, 1794. 1 


Robert Limond, Captain N | James Davidſon, Lieut. 
H. Imlack, Lieut. John Tomkins, Lieut. 
Tho. Bainbridge, Aſſiſt. Surg. E. Mac'Culloch, Lieut. 
C. W. Lamborn, Lieut. | W. Sturrock, Lieut. 


| PRESIDENCY SIGNATURES. 


| Lod. Grant, Captain Daniel Gillies, Lieut. . 
W. Ranken, Lieut. IW. Pryor, Lieut. Adj. and a - 
C. Middleton, Lieut. B. H. Kelly, Lieut. 5 
I. Macan, Lieut. + 36-1 Francis Rutlidge, Lieut. 2 li 
Samuel Jones „Lieut. Samuel White, Lieut. | 


ge 1 Breadley, 


. Breadley, Captain 


William Hill, Lieut. 


| George Benfon, Lieut.. 
N. Hodgſon, Lieut- 
D. Smith, Lieut. 

Robert Berrie, Lieut. 


Robert Nairne, Lieut. 


T. Green, Captain 
Paris Bradſhaw, Lieut. 
Daniel Lyons, Lieut. 
John Hunt, Licut.. | 
E. Voyle, Lieut. 


David Lyons, Lieut. 


James Clarke, Lieut. 
J. Rolland, Lieut. 
P. D*Auvergne, Lieut. 


Robert Watherſtone, Lieut- 
John De Courcy, Lieut. 


John Leathart, Lieut. 
James Murray, Lieut. 
David Birrell, Lieut. 
R. Frith, Captain 
James Morris, Captain 
. Grueber, Captain 
W. Vanas, Major 


Cha. P. Riſtell, Captain 
Robert Phillips, Captain 


T. Noke, Captain 
Thomas Alcock, Lieut. 


Thomas Hariott, Capt. B. M. 
R. Gahan, Lieut. | 


: * 2 7 ' : 
. „ 7 ” ' t 
- 4 Z ; * 
8 4 FY 
* 
oy x — 
7 oy * Y ; * . 
p 19 7 LI 7 
4 * * 
8 " N 
8 1 
” 


Herbert Lloyd, Captain _ 

R. Macan, Captain | 

James Dunn, Major 8 

Vere Warner Huſſy, Lt. Colonel 
R. Rayne, Captain 


| T. M. Wiguelin, Lieut.. 
| Richard Hay, Lieut. _ 
| Frederick Marſden, Lieut. - 


L. Loveday, Lieut.. 1 1 
C. H. White, Major 


Robert Young, Lieut.. 


James Rotton, Lieut. 
David Lumſden, Lieut.. 


A. D. Monteath, Lieut.. 


_ Gervoſe Pennington, Lieut;. | 
John Horsford, Captain 

; A. Legertwood, Captain 
Leſlie Ralph Grave, Lieut. F. W. 


George Johnſton, Lieut. 


Thomas Hill, Lieut. 


Thomas Greene, Lieut.. 
G. Maſon, Lieut. 


| TS; Ramſay, Lieut.. 


W. Sandys, Lieut. 
T. M. Elwood, Capt. Artillery 


T. W. Forlnom, Lieut. F. W. 


W. Ward- 


7-1 


W. Wardlaw, Lieut. F. W. 


C. W. Gale, Lieut. 


W. E. Ewans, Lieut. Artillery E. Darell, Lieut. F. W. 


James Collins, Lieut. 
J. Bertie, Lieut. F. W. 

J. Burnett, Captain Artillery 
G. Sealy, Lieut. F. W. 
John Toppin, Lieut. 

J. H. Henderſon, Surgeon 
Jo. Taylor, Lieut. F. W. 


F. Beagham, Lieut. F. W. 


William Rattray, Capt. Artillery 1 i 


A. Glaſs, Captain Artillery - 
M. Carnegie, Captain Artillery 
Samuel Noble, Lieut. F. W. 
Robert Douglas, Lieut. F. W. 
Richard Kitcha, Lieut. F. W. 


Edward Montague, Major Artil. John Hope, Lieut. F. W. 


Henry Grace, Lieut. 
E. W. Butler, Lieut. 
J. D. Sherwood, Lieut... 


6. Raban, Lieut. 


HAZZARREE BAUG SIGNATURES: © 


A. W. Hearſey, Captain: 
J. Collins, Lieut. | 
R. Teniſon, Lieut.. 
J. W. Foſter, Lieut. 


Signed { 


J. Cummings. 
Robert Amos 


Hazzarree Baug, January 13, 1794. 
J. Campbell, Lieut.. ve 
James Plumer, Lieut.. 


Francis Drummond, Lieut... 
J. Robinſon, Arien Surgeon. 
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W. M. Cameron, Lieut. Col. Eng. | 
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T AJ POR E SIGNATURES. 


Tajpore, Fanuary 14, 1794. 


J. Witherſton E. Reid 
H. Saunders J. J. Rind 1 
R. S. Allen BRE %a + V | || G. Menes . "= 
: & Pugh MN 10 1 a J. Clidſdale, Surgeon | 
C. Shand _ Tok 7 


Lieutenant Townſhend, abſent for his health. 
Lieutenant Sloane, abſent on command. 


J. P. Adj. 


GYA SIGNATURES, To 


Gya, December 31, 1793. 


John Rattray, Captain J G. Richards, Lieut. 

L. Dubois, Lieut. | Robert Skirving, Lieut. 

Henry Worſley, Lieut. I ͤ James Meck, Alien Sitrgeon 
W. D. H. Knox, Lieut. | 1 


Lieutenants Dunkley, O'Donnell, and Nangreave, e by leave, 
Lieutenant Kerin on a detached command. 


1 | | W. Knox, Adj. 


